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Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering.—Heb. x. 29, 
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A SERMON, ON THE DEPRAVITY 
OF MAN, 


[For the Repertory.] 


“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin; and 
so death passed upon all men for that 
all have sinned.”—Romans v. 12. 


Tue importance of self-know- 
ledge and the difficulty of attaining 
it, have ever been felt and acknow- 
ledged. Even if man were not an 


immortal and accountable being, if 


he had no higher interests to secure 
than those of the present world, what 
science could be more subservient 
to his welfare and happiness than the 
knowledge of himself? But when 
we contemplate him according to 
the scripture representation, as in 
vested with all the importance and 
responsibility of a probationer for 
eternity; the value of this knowledge 
transcends all our powers of calcu- 
lation. 

If we are by nature fallen and de- 
praved beings, alienated from God, 
and exposed to his endless displea- 
sure; ignorance of our true charac- 
ter and condition, must be dangerous 
in the extreme. They that are 
whole. have no need of the physician. 
Those who do not feel themselves 
condemned, and justly condemned, 
never sue for pardon. While we 
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remain blind to the extent of our de- 
pravity, and the greatness of our 
guilt, we shall cry peace, peace, 
| when there is no peace; and indulge 


‘the wrath of God abideth on us. 
| But on the contrary, the knowledge 
of ourselves, of our relation to God, 
‘is productive of the most salutary 
| effects. 


| system of divine truth revealed in 
ithe gospel. When fully convinced 
that we have no righteousness of our 
| : . 
‘own, we Shall begin to set inestima- 
ble value on the righteousness of 
Christ. Seeing that we must perish 
_unless he save us, we shall embrace 
him with the most fervent love and 
lively gratitude. When truly sensi- 
_ble of the depravity of our hearts, of 
our utter insufficiency to think and 
do those things which are accepta- 
ble in the sight of God, we shall fer- 
'vently implore the promised assis- 
tance of that blessed Spirit from 
whom all holy desires, all good coun- 
-scls, and all just works do proceed. 
And thas, through the mediation of 
| the Son of God, and the sanctifying 
grace of the Holy Spirit, we shall 
be delivered from the condemnation 
and the power of sin, obtaina title 
to heaven, and become prepared for 





the enjoyment of it, Of the know- 





_in delusive hopes of heaven,, while * 


It will prepare our minds, 
_tounderstand and embrace the whole 
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ledge which will be followed by 
these happy consequences, we are 
naturally destitute. Sin has drawn 
over our minds an impenetrable veil. 
lt has rendered us blind to our real 
condition. But if, however, we can 
only be persuaded to come to the 
light, the darkness which enveloped 
us may be dispelled. We may, un- 
der the divine blessing, become ac- 
quainted with ourselvés, by a dili- 
gent and persevering use of the 
means which God has appointed for 
that purpose. Attentive perusal of 
the boly Scriptures, and thorough 
self-examination, together with fer- 
vent prayer, are seldom employed 
without the most beneficial result. 
The preaching of the gospel is also 
another means, by which the Holy 
Ghost convinces the world of sin. 
While the ministers of Christ are 
exhibiting the testimony of God on 


_ the subject of human depravity, that 


blessed agent whose prerogative 
alone, it is to give success to their 
labours, accompanies this testimo- 
ny with his own overpowering de- 
monstration to the minds of those 
who hear. They awake from their 
thougitilesness and stupidity, with 
all the deep anxiety of men, wha 
feel themselves in danger of eternal 
woe—they inquire what they must 
do to be saved, Humbly imploring 
his gracious presence, beseeching 
him to enlighten our minds, and 
incline our hearts to receive the 
truth; to convince us effectually of 
sin, of righteousness, and of judg- 
ment to come; let us dwell for a 
moment on the scripture account 
of the Character and condition of 
man, before he is born again and in- 
terested in the redemption of Christ. 
The text assures us that by one 
man, sin entered into the world. 
The 19th verse of this Chapter de- 
clares, that by the disobedience of 
one, many were made sinners. 
Some other passages of scripture 
speak a similar language. froth 
these it is obvious that the posterity 
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of Adam was involved in the conse- 
quences of his fall. Though they 
are not, as we apprehend, answera- 
ble for the offence of Adam; yet, 
they bring into the world a corrupt 
nature—they commence their exis- 
tence under the displeasure of God 

and their lives are one continued act 
of rebellion against his authority, un- 
til they are either created anew in 
Christ Jesus, or perish in their sins. 
That this is the doctrine of the Bible, 
may be easily shown. Look, in the 
first place, at the plain and unequi- 
vocal declarations of God, in the 
Old Testament:—“ And God saw 
that the wickedness of man was 
great on the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually; and 
it repented the Lord that he had 
made man on the earth, and it,griev- 
ed him to the heart.” “What is man, 
that he should be righteous; or he 
that is born of a wotan, that he 
should be clean?—Filthy and abom- 
inable, he drinketh in iniquity like 
water.”” “God looked down from 
Heaven upon the children of men, 
to see if there were any that did un- 
derstand and seek after God; but 
they have all gone out of the way; 
they have together become unprofi- 
table; there is none that doeth good, 
no not one.” “Behold, I was sha- 
pen in iniquity, and in sin did my 
mother conceive me.” The heart 
is deceitful above all things, and des- 
perately wicked, who can know it.” 
Every reader of the Old Testament 
must be aware that it abounds in 
passages not less strong than these we 
have quoted on the subject of man’s 
depravity. These must serve as a 
specimen of the rest. The same 
doctrine is taught, in language, if 
possible, still more forcible, by the 
Saviour himself, and by his Apos- 
tles, in the New Testament. And 
he said, “Ye are they which justify 
yourselves before men, but God 
knoweth your hearts; for that which 
is highly esteemed among men, is 
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abominable in the sight of God.” 
Could there have been a severer 
sentence of reprobation passed upon 
the natural disposition and senti- 
ments of mankind than this? What 
stronger approbation to the doctrine 
in question, could Christ have given 
than the declaration, “that which is 
highly esteemed among men is 
abomination in the sight of God”? 
But this is not all. In his last con- 
versation with his disciples, he told 
them, “ifthe world hate you, yexnow 
that it hated me before it hated you;” 
and again, “it hath hated both me and 
my Father.” Here then we have the 
express testimony of the Son of God 
to the hatred of this depraved world, 
to the holy character of himself and 
his lather in Heaven. Who that 
has ever read the writings of his 
apostles, can need any extracts from 
them to prove that on this subject, 
they fully harmonize with their di- 
vine Lord and Master. Every mouth 
must be stopped and all the world 
become guilty before God—they 
that are in the flesh cannot please 


God—the carnal mind, that is, as the } 


context shows, the mind of man while 
unrenewed by the Divine Spirit, is 
enmity against God, for it is not sub- 
ject to the law of God, neither in- 
deed can be. To those who had 
been converted to God by the pow- 
er of the Holy Spirit, whether they 
were Jews or Gentiles, the apostles 
wrote, “and you hath he quickened 
who were dead in trespasses and 
sins, wherein in time past ye walked 
according to the course of this world, 
and were by nature children of 
wrath, even as others.”’ “God com> 
mendeth his love towards us in that 
while we were yet sinners Christ 
died for us;” and if when we were 
enemies, we were reconciled to God 
by the death of his Son, much more 
being reconciled, we shall be saved 
by his life. “And ye that were some- 
times alienated and enemies in your 
minds by wicked works, yet now 
hath he reconciled.” But it may be 
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asked, do not other passages of 
Scripture represent human nature 
in a different and more favourable 
light? No, brethren. God has given 
but one portrait of fallen man. He 
hath assured us, that, “as in water 
face answereth to face; so the heart 
of man to man. Again, it may be 
asked, were the passages which we 
have quoted, designed to be appli- 
cable to mankind in general; or 
merely to an age and nation peculi- 
arly wicked? They are certainly 
not restricted at all in their applica- 
tion, and plainly were intended to 
embrace every individual of the hu- 
manrace. That there are, and ever 
have been in this rebellious world, 
obedient subjects of the government 
of God, is indeed true; but to what 
must this be ascribed? Not to the 
natural tendency of the human heart, 
but to the influence of divine Grace. 
Now, the real goodness of the pious 
men whose lives are recorded in 
Scripture, and consequently of all 
others, is ascribed to that faith which 
is the gift of God. As the doctrine 
which we would establish, is one of 
the utmost importance, and one 
which our pride renders us averse 
to admit; mimisters would be unfaith- 
ful to the best interests of men, if 
they did not labour by every means 
in their power to convince the world 
of its truth, Let as then call ‘your 
attention to some of the numerous 
proofs which might be agduced in 
its support, exclusive of those drawn 
from passages where it is directly 
asserted. Look at the history of 
human wickedness recorded in the 
Bible.. The first born son of our 
apostate parents was a murderer. 
He imbrued his hands in a brother’s 
blood. And wherefore slew he him? 
Because his brother’s offering was 
approved of God and his own reject- 
ed. Not many centuries after the 
creation, the world was swept of its 
inhabitants by a deluge. In the 
strong language of Scripture: “It 
repented the Lord, that he had made 
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man upon the earth, and it grieved 
him to the heart.”” All flesh had cor- 
rupted its way, and the whole hu- 
man race, with the exception of 
Noah and his fainily, had become a 
mere loathsome mass of pollution, 
The wickedness of Sodom and Go- 
morrah arrived at last to such a 
height, that God, merciful and long 
suffering as he is, was provoked to 
rain down upon them fire and brim- 
stone from heaven. To prevent the 
universal prevalence of idolatry, to 
preserve the knowledge and the 
worship of his name in the world, 
he separated the posterity of Abra- 
ham from the rest of mankind, de- 
livered them with a mighty hand 
and outstretched arm, from the iron 
bondage of Egypt; descended b - 
fore them in overwhelming majesty 
and glory upon Mount Sinai, and 
from amidst its awful thunderings 


and lightenings, proclaimed himself 


the Lord their God, and revealed to 
them his will; planted them in a land 
flowing with milk and honey, and 
surrounded them with blessings on 
every side. Had there been a spark 
of goodness, or a seed of grace in 
the human heart, it would surely 
have manifested itself under these 
favourable circumstances. The cho- 
sen nation would have been what 
they promised to be, when at the 
foot of Sinai they beheld the mani- 
festations of Jehgvah’s power and 
glory, a holy nation. But how is 
the fact?* What is their history, but 
the history of the most amazing 
hardness of heart, ingratitude, con- 
tempt of God, and rebellion against 
his authority? They made a.calf in 
Horeb, and worshipped a molten 
image; they murmured in their tents 
and harkened not unto the voice 
of their Lord; they joined them- 
selves unto Baal Peor and ate the 
sacrifices of the dead; they were 
mingled among the heathen and 
learned their works, and they served 
their idols, which were a snare unto 
them: they shed innocent blood, 
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even the blood of their sons and their 
daughters, whom they sacrificed 
unto the idols of Canaan, and their 
land was polluted with blood. Tho’ 
stricken and afflicted by the chast- 
ening hand of God, they continued 
to revolt more and more. “The ox 
knoweth his owner, and the ass 
his master’s crib, but Israel did 
not know, this people did net con- 
sider.” They killed the prophets, 
and stoned them that were sent unto 
them, until at length they filled up 
the Measure of their iniquities, and 
brought upon themselves wrath to 
the uttermost, by the crucifixion of 
the Son of God. Nor were the 
heathen nations during all this peri- 
od, less deeply sunk into depravity 
and pollution. The description of 
the enormous wickedness of the 
Gentile world, given by the Apostle 
in the first chapter to the Romans, 
is confirmed by the testimony of con- 
temporary heathen writers. ‘Pro- 
fessing themselves to be wise, they 
became fools, and changed the glory 
of the uncorruptible God into an 
image made like to corruptible man, 
and to birds, and to fuur footed 
beasts, and to creeping things.”— 
“And even as they did not like to 
retain God in their knowledge, God 
gave them over toa reprobate mind, 
to do those things which are not con- 
venient; being filled with all un- 
righteousness, fornication, wicked- 
ness, covetousness, maliciousness, 
full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, 
malignity, whisperers, backbiters, 
haters of God, despitefal, proud, 
boasters, inventers of evil things, 
disobedient to parents, without un- 
derstanding, covenant breakers, with- 
out natural affection, implacable, un- 
merciful.” These examples of 
wickedness show the depth and pow- 
er of human corruption. We may 
infer from them, with absolute cer- 
tainty, that were the restraint which 
education, the authority of human 
laws, and the dread of future pu- 
nishment, imposes upon this cor- 
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ruption removed; society could not 
exist, the world would exhibit one 
uniform scene of fraud, treachery, 
cruelty, pollution, devastation and 
slaughter. If we, my brethren, are 
less guilty and have committed 
fewer sins than others, let it not be 
made the occasion of pride and self- 
complacency. Why are we not as 
depraved as the most profligate and 
abandoned of our race? Were we 
any better by nature? By no means. 
Had we been placed in their cir- 
cumstances, and exposed to their 
temptations, our wickedness would 
not have been less than theirs. Nay 
more ‘ihe sins of David, the fall 
of Peter, and innumerable other ex- 
amples, prove that there is no crime, 
which the best of us, if lefi to himself, 
might not commit. And we must 
remember, that the natural corrup- 
tion of our hearts, is hateful .in the 
sight of God in proportion to the 
evils which it tends to produce. 
Another proof of the doctrine to be 
established, is afforded by what the 
word of God declares, respecting 
the universal necessity of repentance 
and a change of heart, in order to 
salvation. “Except ye repent, (said 
our Saviour) ye shall all likewise 
perish.” “Verily, verily I say unto 
you, that except a man be born 


again, he cannot see the kingdom of 


God.” The reason assigned for 
this necessity of change, “that which 
is born of the flesh is flesh,” proves 
that it is in all cases indispensable 
to fit the soul for Heaven. But 
where would be the necessity, or 
even the possibility of regeneration, 
of being “created a new” in knowl- 
edge, righteousness, and true holi- 
ness, if we are not radically and en- 
tirely depraved? 

Finally, this doctrine is taught in 
a manner infinitely more affecting 
than it could be by any language, 
even by the voice of God himself 
speaking to us from Heaven, by the 
redemption which Christ accom- 
plished upon the cross. “We thus 








judge (says St. Paul) that if one 
died for all, then were all dead.”"— 
liad we not been alienated from 
God, should we have needed the 
meditation of his Son to restore us 
to his favour? Had not our guilt 
been great, beyond all conception 
of such minds as ours, would infi- 
nitely precious blood have been shed 
to atone for it?) How firmly riveted 
upon us must the chains of sin and 
death have been, when no arm but 
that of an Almighty Saviour could 
effect our deliverance! How vile 
must we have been in the sight of 
God, when such a sacrifice as that 
which was onered up on Calvary, 
was required, before he could send 
us overtures of mercy and offers of 
pardon! If any one doubt of his 
depravity, let him go to the foot of 
the Redeemer’s cross; let him be- 
hold the Son of God expiring in 
agony, and pouring out his soul unto 
death. Surely if he is not given up 
to hardness of heart and_ blindness 
of mind, the dying groans of his 


Saviour will speak to him in lan- 


guage that cannot be resisted, of his 
lost and ruined condition, of his just 
desert of the wrath to come. 

The best of men, the most emi- 
nent and faithful servants of God, 
have in every age of the church, 
with one voice, acknowledged and 
bewailed the native depravity of 
their hearts and the manifold trans- 
gressions of their lives. Says Da- 
vid, “the sacrifices of God, are a 
broken spirit, a broken and contrite 
heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.” 
“I abhor myself, (says Job) and re- 
pent in dust and ashes.” “I know 
(says St. Paul) that in me, that is, in 
my flesh dwelleth no good thing,” 
Says Bishop Beneridge, a man of 
apostolic piety and zeal, “our very 
prayers need repentance, our repen- 
tance to be repented of, and our 
tears to be washed in the blood 
of Christ.” With the expressions 
of these holy men, enlightened and 
humble Christians uniformly agree. 
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The doctrine of human depravity, as 
it has been stated in this discourse, 
forms a fundamental article in the 
creed of almost every Protestant. 
Church. Nothing can be more full 
and decisive upon this subject than | 
the 9th and 10th Articles of that | 
Church to whose doctrines we have | 
subscribed. 

From the evidence now laid before 
you, we appeal to your conscien- 
ces,fexperience, and observation. In 
what kind of a world do we live? | 
what sort of beings are we? Is this) 
world in subjection to a holy and | 
righteous God? Is the God who} 
made them, the Saviour who re-| 
deemed them, known, acknowledg- | 
ed, loved, adored and served by the | 
generality of its population? We 
appeal directly to the consciences of | 
our hearers. What evidence ve | 





you produce, those of you who nei- 
ther are nor profess to be subjects of | 
the renewing influences of the Holy | 
Spirit, that you love God? Are you | 
living im known sin, or in the neglect | 
of known duty, then conscience must | 
tell you, that you are living at enmity | 
with God. But, granting that your | 
external conduct may be moral and | 
even religious, what is the state of | 
your hearts and affections? Do you | 
delight in the service of God, more 
than in the pleasures of the world? 
Do you love his perfections and cha- 
racter, as they are revealed in his 
word? Do you love his law, with 
all its strictness? Are you reconcil- 
ed to the dreadful penalty with which 
it is sanctioned? Do you delight in 
the holy duties of secret prayer and 
praise? Is the Son of God unspeak- 
ably precious in your sight? Do 
you look forward with delight to 
each returning Sabbath, because it 
affords you an opportunity of ab- 
stracting your thoughts from the 
world, and communing with your 
Saviour’ Are you prepared to par- 
ticipate in the bliss of Heaven, which 
fiows entirely from loving, serving, 


praising and glorifying God? We} 








are confident that the consciences of 
unregenerate men, were they per- 
mitted to speak, would confirm the 
declarations of the word of God. 
Such, then, is the native charac- 
terof man. His condition is not less 
deplorable than his character is sin- 
ful. We are by nature children of 
wrath, as well as of transgression. 
On this subject we are left in no un- 
certainty. (God hath warned us, that 
a regard to his own glory and the 
good of his creation, has moved him 
to pass upon us a sentence of eternal 
death. From this state of sin and 
condemnation neither the ingenuity 
of man nor the wisdom of angels 
could have devised a way of deliver- 
ance. But let the Heavens rejoice 
and the Earth be glad, for the Lord 
hath done it. The pardon of our 
sins and the regeneration of our 
souls, are both indispensable to sal- 
vation. For them ample provision 
is made in the Gospel of Christ. 
Through his blood our guilt may be 
pardoned; and by the mighty work- 
ing of his Spirit, our depraved hearts 
may be changed and fitted for the 
presence of God and the joys of 
Heaven. But woe unto those who 
neglect so great salvation. Forthem 
there is no escape. Sin and con- 
demnation are their portion for ever. 
Let us then exhort you to look unto 
Jesus and besaved. He isa Prince 
and a Saviour, whom “God hath ex- 
alted to give repentance unto Israel 
and remission of sin.” Give no rest 
either to him or yourselves, until you 
have experienced the transforming 
influences of his Spirit, until you 
have passed from death unto life. 
Be not deceived. Flatter not 
yourselves with delusive hopes of 
Heaven. ‘He that hath the Son, hath 
everlasting life; but he that hath not 
the Son, shall not see life, but the 
wrath of God abideth on him.” And 
“if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature, old things are passed away, 
behold all things are become new.” 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, ex~ 
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cept a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of Heaven.” 


For the Repertory. 
MEMOIR OF THE LIFE OF THE 
REV. DEVEREUX JARRATT. 

‘The memoir which we now pre- 
sent to our readers, is taken from 
the life of Mr. Jarratt, written by 
himself, in a series of letters com- 
mencing Oct. 24, 1794, addressed 
to the Rev. John Coleman. We 
have endeavoured to use his own 
words when practicable. 

Devereux Jarratt was born in New 
Kent Co. Va. about 25 miles below 
Richmond, Jan. 6, 1732-3, O. S. He 
was the youngest child of Robert 
and Sarah Jarratt. At a very ear- 
ly period he discovered a pregnan- 
cy of genius in some things not ve- 
ry common, and was frequently 
called parson. Before he knew a 
letter of the Alphabet, he could re- 
peat a whole chapter from the Bible 
after hearing it read a few times. 
He had an appetite for learning in 
several things, but more especial- 
ly those in which memory was most- 
ly employed. At 8 or9 years old 
he was sent to an English school in 
the neighborhood, and continued to 
go to one teacher and another, as 
opportunity served; though not with- 
out great interruptions, tll he was 
twelve or thirteen. In this time he 
learned to read the Bible, though but 
indifferently; to write a sorry scrawl, 
and acquired some knowledge of 
Arithmetic. His father had died 
some years previously, and now his 
mother dying, no further care was 
bestowed upon his education. 

He was now taken home by his 
eldest brother, who employed him 
in keeping and exercising race hor- 
ses, in taking care of and preparing 
game fowls, and in plowing, har- 
rowing and other plantation work, 
till he was about seventeen, when he 
went to the business of a carpenter 
With his second brother; though he 








did not live with him long. “Dur- 
ing the 5 or 6 years | continued 
with my brothers, I do not remem- 
ber” he observes, “ever to have 
seen or heard any thing of a reli- 


gious nature, or that tended to turn 
_my attention to the great concerns 
_ of eternity. 


I know not that I ever 
heard any serious conversation res- 
pecting God and Christ, Heaven and 
Hell. There was a Church in the 
parish within three miles of me, and 
a great many people attended it 
every Sunday. Butl went not once 


a year, and if L had gone ever so 


often, I should not have been much 
the wiser, for the parish minister 
was but a poor preacher, very un- 
apt to teach or even to gain the at- 
tention of an audience. Being very 
near sighted and preaching wholly 
by a written copy, he kept his eyes 
continually fixed on the paper, and 
so near that what he said seemed 
rather addressed to the cushion than 
to the congregation, except at a 
time when he might have a quarrel 
with any body—then he would 
straiten up and speak lustily, so that 
all might hear. I remember to have 
heard he had once a quarrel with 
his clerk and strove hard in the Ves- 
try to turn the poor man out of his 
place, but failed in the attempt. 
The next Sunday he had prepared 
a scolding for him, and did vilify 
him stoutly, right over his head. 
The clerk sat it out to the last, and 
as soon as the angry sermon was 
ended, he rose up according to cus- 
tom, to sing a Psalm. He wished 
to return the parson like for like, 
but was not allowed, then, to say 
any thing, but what was contained 
within the lids of the Prayer book. 
However to suit the discourse and 
pay the minister in kind, he gave 
out the 2d. Psalm, and with an au- 
dible voice, read the first stanza thus: 
With restless and ungoverned rage 
Why do the heathen storm ? 

Why in such rash attempts engage 

As they can_ne’er perform ? 
































The Parson saw what he was at, 
and ordered another Psalm. This 
is no fiction; and what is to be ex- 
pected from such pastors ? 


In circumstances so unpromising | 


it is not very wonderful that I re- 


mained ignorant of God, and care-' 


less about religion. 1 only copied 
the example of my elders and su- 


periors, which was exceedingly bad, | 


but nevertheless it strongly influen- 
ced my conduct. But so far were 
those who ought to have set me a 
good example, and restrained me 
from the company, the conversation 
and the practice of the ungodly, 
from doing so, that ®y their precept 
and example I was directly led in- 
to all these and encouraged therein. 
Cards, racing, dancing, &c. which 
are stillthe sport and diversion of 
the ungodly, were then much in 
vogue. In these I partook as far 
as my time and circumstances 
would permit; as well on Sundays 
as any other day. In these I vainly 
sought my felicity, but never found 
it. The blessed author of my being 
who made me for himself, and or- 
dained that 1 should seek happiness 
in Him was lorgotten—though bles- 
sed be his goodness he did not even 
then leave me without a witness, and 
I was less free from inward than out- 
ward resiraint. Conscience would 
check, and I had at times awful 
foreboding of a judgment to come; 
the thoughts of death were terrible, 
and every threatening dispensation 
gave great alarm. I was sensible I 
was not so good as I ought to be, 
and wished at such seasons that I 
was good. But what real good- 
ness was or how to attain to it, I 
knew not, and therefore came to no 
settled purpose of going in pursuit 
of it, but dismissed such uneasy 
sensations as soon as I could. I so 
totally neglected the means of reli- 
gion, that during those years I do not 
remember I ever retired for private 
prayer or in reality prayed at all.” 
Not being contented with the small 
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degree of learning he had acquired, 
he wished for more knowledge, es- 
pecially in figures. To acquire 
this he borrowed a plain bvok in 
manuscript, and while the horse with 
which he harrowed or plowed was 
grazing an hour or two at noon, he 
frequently spent the time in appli- 
cation to that book. He soon be- 
came so well skilled in division of 
crofis, the rule ofthree, and practice, 
that the fame of his learning sound- 


-ed very far, and a Mr. Jacob Moor 


of Albemarle Co. a native of New 
Kent, and prejudiced in favour of 
his old country folk, sent him word 
that he should be glad to employ 
him as a school master. This pro- 
posal he readily embraced, and 
opened a school, tho’ with rather 
gloomy prospects,—the school not 
affording him clothing, even of the 
common sort. Here his religious 
advantages were not at all mended. 
In Albemarle at that time, there 
was no minister of any denomina- 
tion, or any place of public worship, 
within many miles; the Sabbath was 
usually spent in sporting. Some 
time inthe course of that year, he 
met with a small volume of Whit- 
fieid’s Sermons, the first sermon 
book he had ever seen or heard of— 
but being told that the author was a 
new light, he concluded of course 
that what he said was nothing to 
Churchmen. His year having ex- 
pired, and the place not agreeing 
with his health, he procured another 
school. Here he was to board 
among his employers, proportioning 
the time to the number of children 
sent by each. The first family 
where he went to board was much 
like himself, but in the next the la- 
dy was a new light. In order to 
demean himself in her presence, so 
as to give no cause of reproof, and 
to induce her not to think him en- 
tirely destitute of religion, he deter- 
mined to act the hypocrite. 

The custom of the lady was to 
read a sermon from Fiavel every 
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night, to which she wished him to 
attend. This was not much relish- 
ed by him; yet he affected a very 
close attention, and sometimes af- 
ter one discourse was finished, 
would ask her to read another, the 
more effectually to answer his pur- 
pose. “But it pleased God,” says 
he, “one night while she was reading 
as usual, to draw out my attention 
and fix it on the subject, in a man- 
ner unknown to me before. The 
texto! ihe sermon was, Zhen ofiened 
he their understandings. From 
which words were pointed out wha 
new discoveries would open to the 
eye of the mind by means of spirit- 
ual illumination, kc. The subject 
was naturally as dark to me as any 
of the former, and yet I felt myself 
impressed with it; and saw my per- 
sonal interest in the solemn truths— 
and truths I believed them to be: 
but at the same time, I was con- 
scious that I was a stranger to spi- 
ritual illumination and its conse- 
quent discoveries; and of course 
was yet in a dark and dangerous 
state. I must have known before 
this that I was a sinner, and all 
things were not right with me, but 
nothing ever came home to my 
heart so as to make a lasting impres- 
sion till now. The impression fol- 
lowed me to bed—arose with me 
in the morning, and haunted me 
from place to place, ull I resolved 
to forsake my sins and try to save 
my soul. But my resolution was 
made in my own strength, for I had 
not yet learned how weak and frail 
we are by nature, and that all our 
sufficiency is of God. It may be 
worthy of remark that my distress 
then did not arise from a_ painful 
sense of any particular sin or sins, 
but from a full persuasion that I was 
a stranger to God and true religion, 
and was not prepared for death and 
judgment. The alteration in my 
conduct effected by these impres- 
sions on the mind, soon became visi- 
ble to my benefactress, which was 
Vou. VUI....No. }.—2 








matter of great jor. And as she 
was the first I had ever known to be 


wuly and experimentally acquainted 


with vital religion, and I was the 
first she had ever seen in her family 
who was desirous to be taught the 
same; she was not willing I should 
go away tll the year was ended, to 
board any where else. According- 
ly, J spent the rest of the year there 
“My religious concern continued 
during my abode here, but not at 
all times alike. I went altogether 
on a legal self-sufficient plan. I 
asked mercy of God, but not for 
grace to help in time of need. The 
consequence was that the best reso- 
lutions I made, were too weak to 
bear the shock of temptation, and I 
was too often carried into such éx- 
travagances that all my hopes were 
slain, and all my religion to begin 
afresh. I strove against sin and 
folly, but got no ground, because 
I strove in my own strength. Some- 
times I seemed to stand fast for a 
few days, and then be overtaken in 
a fault which would throw me back 
again, I remember once being in 
bad company; I acted so contrary 
to my resolutions, that on reflection, 
I ran, leaped, tore my hair and cried 
out like one distracted. The power 
of sin and the natural inclination to 
indulge myself as formerly, were so 
strong and would make such violent 
struggles for gratification, that at 
times | was ready to give up the 
contest and all further efforts in re- 
ligion. But this thought would im- 
mediately occur, damnation will be 
the consequence. This I could not 
bear, and therefore still resolved to 
strive rather than to burn in Hell 
to all eternity. I had never heard 
the gospel preached in all my life, 
nor had an opportunity of heari 
it. All the external helps I ’ 
were my landlady and Flavel’s Ser- 
mons. These sermons were expli- 
cit enough in pointing out the lost 
and helpless state of man—the ne- 
cessity of divine aid and of-a better 
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righteousness than I could furnish— 
yet I could not readily comprehend 
this, nor easily correct that legal 
bias which is so natural to all men. 
I had no conception of being justi- 
fied by the mghteousness of Christ, 
or any other righteousness but my 
own. On these accounts my reli- 
gion continued in a state of great 
fluctuation for a long time. I had 
religion enough to make me fre- 
quently uneasy, but never to make 
me happy. Sinning and repenting, 
and repenting and sinning was the 
road in which I went for many 
months; yet it was apparent that 
there was a change in my life for 
the better.” 

At the end of the year he was 
obliged to change his place of abode, 
when Mr. Moor offering him a bet- 
ter school than the one he had there 
before; he accepted the offer and 
went there again. Here he became 
concerned for their souls, and did 
what he could to make them sensi- 
ble of their danger, but they made 
light of it, imputing the whole to the 
new-light cant which they supposed 
he had catched from the lady above 
mentioned ; Mr. Moor and his wife 
being church people, as they said, 
they could listen to nothing but what 
came from that channel. 

About this time Mr. Jarratt be- 
gan to wish to be better acquainted 
with the Scriptures, but had no in- 
structor, nor a single book in the 
world, nor was he able to buy books, 
had he known of any for sale. By 
some means, he got hold of Russel’s 
seven Sermons, which he read again 
and again with much interest. But 
still he wanted help in understand- 
ing the Scriptures. He had never 
heard of an exposition, nor did he 
know there was such a book in the 
universe—though he thought it ne- 
cessary there should be one. Men- 
tioning his desire one day to some 

erson, he was told of a very large 
k belonging to a gentleman 5 or 
6 miles distant. He immediately 








visited him and obtained the loan of 
it, when he found it to be Burkitt 
on the New Testament. With this 
he was wonderlully pleased, not on- 
ly for the hight and instruction he 
gained by it, but also because he 
found the writer to have been a 
minister of the church; as he hoped 
this circumstance might gain the at- 
tention of the family, to such parts 
as he wish’d them to hear him read, 
but it was not so, As he had no 
candle, his custom was, in the even- 
ing to set down flat on the hearth; 
erect the volume on the end of a 
chest which stood near, and by the 
light of the fire, read tll near mid- 
night. By this means it pleased 
God mightily to improve his under- 
standing, and increase his relish for 
books. He acquired considerable 
views of the nature and plan of szI- 
vation through Jesus Christ, but did 
not think that he had yet obtained a 
living faith in his blood. 

For some time he had withdrawn 
himself from the compeny of the 
wicked—had quitted dancing, ra- 
cing, cards, &c. and inthe course 
of the year, had twice or thrice heard 
the gospel preached in a lively 
manner, by a Presbyterian, which 
much affected him. But on a visit 
to New Kent, to his brothers and 
friends, he was much drawn away 
from his steadfastness, and during 
three or four months he neglected 
religion altogether. 

Soon after, this Mr. Cannon, the 
husband of the lady above mention- 
ed, invited him to return again and 
take charge of his little son; where 
he remained for some years, at the 
rate of £15 per annum. He found 
Mrs. C. as much engaged as ever 
in religion, and her conversation 
and example revived in him his for- 
mer desires and resolutions. “About 
this time also,”’ says he, “a Presbyte- 
rian minister had obtained a settle- 
ment in the county of Cumber- 
land, contiguous to Albemarle, and 
preached once in four weeks. This 
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afforded me better helps for reli- 
gious improvement than ever I had 
before; nor did I neglect them. I 
constantly atiended all the sermons, 
and trequently had the pleasure of 
the minister’s company and conver- 
sation at our house, and also at other 
houses in the settlement. He was 
not indeed the best of men—nor a 
good preacher; yet I gained consi- 
derable advantages by him, as by 
his meaus | was brought to an ac- 
quaintance with a number of very 
excellent books, written by men of 
the greatest eminence for learning 
and piety, such as Baxter, Watts, 
Doddriige and Young, &c. These 
I read with pleasure and profit. 
The preaching of the gospel had 
also some good effects on several 
in the neighbourhood. 1 increased 
the number of religious friends, 
which | consider as another advan- 
tage tome. With these I frequent- 
ly conversed to our mutual edifica- 
tion. And as I neglected none of 
the ordinances of religion, and my 
moral character was irreproachable, 
I was received and held as a chris- 
tian. 1 believe indeed, I had true reli- 
gion then as far as it went, but was 
subject to continual doubts whether 
to draw the happy conclusion in my 
favour or not. At times I felt com- 
fortable—but soon sunk in doubts 
and fears. The stake was of great 
value—and we can never make too 
sure of the prize; but a too hasty 
conclusion or a decision not well 
founded, might be attended with 
fatal consequences. 

While in this state of suspence I 
was assaulted with uncommon trials, 
and a perplexing thought followed 
me, that my case was singular, and 
that no man in the world had such 
trials, oppositions and enemies to 
contend with as I had. No book 
I read, no sermon I heard, seemed 
to touch my perplexing case, which 
might with some show of reason con- 
firm me in the singularity of it, and 
cause me to fear there was no pro- 
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| mise applicable to it. 
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This state of 
trial, trouble, sorrew and perplexity 
conunued long and pauful, perhaps 
12 months. The Lord at last relieved 
me. L well remember the time and 
the place, when and where I was 
sitting, with a good book in my hand. 
In this I read a greatmany cases with 
great attention; but not finding my 
case, I was still thinking it name- 
less, and consequently that there 
was no promise in the Bible applica- 
ble to it. At last I cast my eye on 
Isa. 62. 12. Zhou shalt be called, 
sought out, a city not forsaken, 
These words appeared very appli- 
cable to a nameless case, and I was 
enabled to apply them as such, to 
the great comfort of my soul. I saw 
and believed that tho’ my case was 
nameless, and hid from all the men 
on earth, yet God knew it, and 
would search me out for good, and 
not forsake me, or give me over into 
the hand of the enemy. I was bles- 
sed with faith to believe not one 
promise only, but all the pro- 
mises of the gospel, with joy un- 
speakable and full of glory I saw 
such a fullness in Christ to save to 
the uttermost, that had I ten thou- 
sand souls as wretched and guity 
as mine was, I could venture all lon 
his blood and righteousness, without 
one doubt or fear. The comforts L 
then felt were beyond expression, 
and far superior to any thing I had 
ever known before—not that I sup- 
pose I never had true religion before 
this—I believe I had real religion, 
orl could not have gone through 
so many trials—but such a bright 
manifestation of the Redeemer’s all- 
sufficiency and willingness to save, 
and such divine confidence to rely 
on him, I never had till that mo- 
ment,—it was a little heaven upon 
earth—so sweet, so ravishing, so 
delightful—I uttered not a word, but 
silently rejoiced in God my Savi- 
our.” 

For some time previous to this 
he had began to exercise his talents 
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for the good of souls—not that he | 
pretended to preach, but only to 
read a printed sermon. He had, as 
he tells us, no conception of any 
man’s presuming to preach the 
gospel before he had gone through 
a preparatory course of necessary 
education—nor then, unless he were 
duly ordained to the ministerial of- 
fice by those who have authority to 
ordain. At that time none thought 
of preaching, without these qualifi- 
cations and credentials. The con- 
trary firactice is of more modern 
date. Having continued this prac- 
tice for some time, several of his 
friends wished him to turn his at- 
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tention to the ministry, but he look- 
ed upon the idea as fanciful, and 
paid litde regard to such sugges- 
tions; not that he was averse to the 
office, but how it was possible he 
could be qualified, he had no con- 
ception. 


Having staid at Mr. Cannon’s as |; 


long as his services were needed, 
he went into Cumberland and set 
up a school. Here he met with a 
young gentleman just from Prince- 
ton, N. J. and being more than ever 
pressed by his friends to turn his 
attention to the ministry, and having 
assistance offered him in his pecu- 
niary concerns by his friends, he en- 


tered this young gentleman’s schoo! | 
as his pupil, being then 25 years! 


old. At that time he had never 
seen a Latin grammer, nor ever 
learned a word in any grammer 
whatever; but so successful was he 
in his pursuit, that in seven months 
time he tells us he began to read 
one of the difficult prose writers, 
Suetonius. In a word, he had ac- 
quired such a knowledge of the La- 
tin and Greek in that one year, that 
on his teacher’s leaving the School, 
he took it himself, and continued 
in it for a year and a half. After 
this he taught another school for 
one year longer. 

In the spring of 1762 he quit his 











school and began to prepare for an 
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immediate entrance into holy or- 
ders. He first obtained a title to a 
parish; next waited on the Governor 
of Virginia, and then on Mr. Wil- 
liam Robinson, the Bishop of Lon- 
don’s Commissary, from whom 
he obtained such papers as were 
necessary to carry him to the Bi- 
shop, and in the following October 
set sail for England. 

When he entered on the study of 
the languages, it was his intention 
to become a Presbyterian minister. 
The reasons why he changed his in- 
tention, he gives. as fellows: “My 
first awakening to any sense of reli- 
gion, was by means of a Presbyteri- 
an, and all the vears I had lived 
since I had made a_ profession, 
were among the people of that de- 
nomination—till | went to learning. 
Indeed, 1 knew of no other people 
that had any appearance of religion. 
I imbibed ail their sentiments, and 
contracted a prejudice against the 
church of England, not only on ac- 
count of the loose lives of the cler- 
ey, and their cold, and unedifying 
manner of preaching, but also by 
reading some books. But after I 
acqnired some greater degree of 
knowledve, both of men and books, 
my ideas and sentiments became 
less and less confined. I besan to 
think more freely, and to take a 
larger view of things. I read the 
writings of several churchmen, 
with which I was highly delighted 
and edified. Hervey became my 
favourite author--In him I found 
the same pious breathings and evan- 
gelical doctrines as I had read 
in the works of Presbyterians. I 
learned also that the two most 
zealous and indefatigable ministers 
in Europe, Wesley and Whitfield, 
were members of the church of 
England. Those, and many others 
too tedious to mention, caused me 
to judge more favourably of the 
church than I had done. I saw 
that a man might be as useful and pi- 
ous in that church as in any other; 
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yea, all things considered, at this 
time I thought he might be more 
useful. The Prayer-book I had 
not examined, but had catched up 
a few scraps and detached sentences 
out of it, which were said to be ob- 
jectionable, and which I thought 
were justly so. But on mature 
consideration and examination of the 
Book on a larger scale, | saw, or 
thought I saw, that most of the ob- 
jections were ill founded. Thee 
were some words in some of the offi- 
ces which I thought had been better 
omitted, or differently expressed, 
and I thing so still; but upon the 
whole, I thought it contained an ex- 
cellent system of doctrine and pub- 
lic worship—equal to any other in 
the world. I do not know that I 
thought it better than the Presbyte- 
rian, but equally as good. The 
doctrinal articles I considered the 
same in substance in both churches, 
and the different modes of worship 
I thought not essential. The church 
of England, in article 17, appeared 
Calvinistic, but not so pointed as 
the confession of faith. Upon the 
whole, I thought the church of 
England no way inferior to the 
Presbyterian. 1 then considered 
the advantages and disadvantages 
which might arise from my choice 
of this side or that. On the side of 
the church of England, I saw sever- 
al disadvantages; for the present I 
saw it would be attended with great 
expense in making a voyage to 
England—that I should be exposed 
to much danger from the sea and 
from the enemy, (it being a time of 
war) all which expense and peril 
might be avoided by taking orders 
among the Presbyterians. But 
this present and temporal inconve- 
nience was ballanced by the pros- 
pect of a more certain support 
hereafter, in case of success. To 
this I add, that the general preju- 
dice of the people against dissen- 
ters, and in favour of the church, 
gave me a full persuasion that I 








could do more good in the chureh 
tnan any where else. This gave me 
a very decided preference in favour 
of my taking orders in the church.” 

His passage to England was plea- 
sant till they arrived on the coast, 
where the vessel was in danger of 
being lost. However, he landed 
at a village 8 miles below Liverpool, 
and the next morning proceeded to 
that place. After a stay of two or 
three days there, he set off for the 
metropolis, where he arrived the 
Saturday night following. 

“I waited,” sayshe, “on the Bi- 
shop of London, as soon as I could, 
and put all my papers in his hand. 
He read them and told me my cre- 
dentials were very authentic, and 
referred me to Dr. Jortin, his 
chaplain, for examination; but he 
told me there would be no ordina- 
tion till Christmas, | I said my wish 
was to be despatched sooner, as I 
never had the small pox, I was in 
great danger every day I staid in 
the city. His reply was, he could 
not have ordinations every day. I 
knew I must wait his leisure, and so 
took my leave of his Lorship for 
that time. I then waited on Dr. 
Jorton, and passed my trials before 
him with approbation, and he pro- 
mised to present me to his Lord- 
ship. He did so, and I was ordain- 
ed deacon in the King’s Chapel at 
Christmas, in the year 1762, after 
I had staid in London about four 
weeks. There were several others 
ordained at the same time, all Eng- 
lishmen except myself. Sore of 
these had studied at Oxford, and 
some at Cambridge. | 

“The Bishop of Chester was to 


Mhold an ordination in the city, the 


Sunday following, and I requested 
and obtained from my Lord of Lon- 
don, letters dismissory to him. And 
having passed my trials before his 
chaplain, I was ordained Priest by 
the Bp. of Chester, just one week 
after I had been ordained deacon.” 
( To be continued. ) 
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ADDRESS 

Of the Executive Committee of the 
American Tract Society. 

The Executive Committee of the 
American Tract Society, by this 
document, beg the privilege of ad- 
dressing the Christian community 
upon one of the most interesting 
subjects which has ever attracted the 
notice of those whvuse stations or 
whose character give them influence 
over the destiny of their fellow-men. 
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Iv the month of March last, incipient 
measures were adopted in the city 
of New York, with the view of form- | 
ing a Society, to be denominated the | 
American Tract Society; the object | 
of which should be, “to diffuse a 

knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ | 
as the Redeemer of sinners, and to | 
promote the interests of vital godli- | 
ness and sound morality, by the cir- 

culation of Religious Tracts, calcu- 

lated to receive the approbation of 
all Evangelical Christians.” Defer- | 
ence to the numerous existing So- | 
cieties in the different States induced 
the original projectors of this design 
to invite a consultation of delegates | 
to be holden on the Tuesday pre- 
ceding the Anniversary of the 
American Bible Society, for the 
purpose of maturing the enterprize, 
and giving existence and form to the 
institution. Atthis consulution there 
were present a respectable number 
of delegates, from various religious 
denominations, who, with the advice 
and assistance of other gentlemen of 
high consideration from different 
sections of the country, revised and 
agreed upon a Constitution to be 
submitted to a more public meeting 
on the following day, when the pro- 
ceedings of the Convention were 
considered and sanctioned with a 
most delightful unanimity. Since 
that period measures have been 
pursued which have already secured 
the co-operation of several Tract 
Societies, and particularly the aid of 
























































that most respectable and efficient 
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institution in the Eastern States, the 
American Tract Society at Boston, 
who have, without a dissenting voice, 
resolved to become a branch of the 
National Society established in New 
York. Under these auspices, the 
citizens of New York have liberally 
stipulated to furnish the Society a 
large and commodious edifice for 
the seat of their operations, and have 
already procured funds to the amount 
of upwards of twenty thousand dol- 
lars, and commenced the Society’s 
house in one of the most eligible 
portions of the city. The individ- 
uals alluded to have done this, not 
only with the express design that 
the Society shall have every accom- 
modation, (without ever taking any 
thing for this purpose from. funds 
censecrated to the publishing and 
distribution of Tracts,) but with the 
expectation that it shall eventually 
receive, from rents on the building, 
a considerable amount annually, in 
augmentation of these funds. 

In making this early presentation 
of their object to the friends of the 
Redeemer in the United States, and 
in venturing most respectfully to 
urge the claims of this institution to 
general patronage, the Committee 
feel that it is needless to exhibit, to 
any considerable extent, the superior 
advantages of that method of moral 
and religious instruction, which is 
pursued by the distribution of Tracts. 
Though men are fallen by their 
iniquity, and are to be recovered 
from their apostacy and condemna- 
tion only through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus, and by the 
renewing of the Holy Ghost, yet 
dees this method of mercy most 
distinctly recognize the use of means 
in the business of their salvation. 
Next to the Bible and the living 
Ministry, one of these means of light 
and salvation will be found to be, 
short, plain, striking, entertaining, 
and instructive Tracts, exhibiting in 
writing some of the great and glori- 
ous truths of the Gospel. “The 
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word of Truth” is the great instru- 
ment of moral renovation. He who 
scatters it, scatters the seed of the 
Kingdom, and may look for the 
harvest in God’s own good time and 
way. A Tract may be perused at 
leisure; it may be consulted in the 
hour of retirement and solitude; it 
can be read in a little time; and 
though it may contain instruction 
important and weighty enough for 
the consideration of the sage, and 
yet simple enough to be accom- 
modated to the taste and intelligence 
of a child, may be easily weighed 
and deposited inthe memory. This 
method of instruction is peculiar 

calculated for the poor, and is espe- 
cially demanded by the poor of an 
extended population. It is a method 
dy which the blessings ofa religious 
education may, to no inconsiderable 
degree, be extended to the lower 
ranks of society with peculiar facility, 
and which, as a practical system, is 
already entitled to the claims of 
successful experiment. It is a 
means of doing good which is level 
to every capacity, and adapted to 
every condition. The man of low 
attainment in science, the mother, 
the child, the obscure in the meanest 
condition, can give away a Tract, 
and, perhaps, accompany it with a 
word of advice or admonition, with 
as much promise of success as a 
Missionary or an Apostle. A Min- 
ister may distribute Tracts among 
bis people, and thus impress and 
extend his public instructions where 
the impressions of his official duty 
would otherwise be lost, or never 
extended; and in this way he may 


double his usefulness, and devoted 


two lives to his Master’s glory in- 
stead of one. The teacher and the 
pupil, the parent and the child, the 
master and the servant, may become 
to each other the most effectual 
preachers, by the distribution of 
Tracts. The traveller may scatter 
them along the roads and through- 
eut the inns and cottages; and in re- } 
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turn, the inns and cottages may 
spread them before the eye of the 
thoughtless traveller. Merghants 
may distribute them to ship-masters, 
and ship-masters to seamen; men of 
business may transmit them, with 
every bale of goods, to the remote 
corners of the land and globe; and 
thus the infinitely important truths 
of the Gospel—truths by which it is 
the purpose of the God of Heaven 
to make men “wise to salvation” — 
like the diffusive light, may be 
emitted from numberless sources, 
and inevery direction. All this may 
be done in the most inoffensive and 
inobtrusive way; with no magisterial 
authority; no claims of superior 
wisdom or goodness; and no alarm 
to human pride or frowardness, All 
this may be done, too, with no loss 
of time. “A Tract can be given 
away and God’s blessing asked upon 
itin a moment.” Aside from the 
influence of those institutions which 
involve no expense at all, in no way 
can so much probable good be 
effected at so little expense, as by 
the distribution of Tracts A Tract 
which contains fen fages can be 
published for a single cent! And 
when we recollect how long a single 
Tract may be preserved, by how 
many individuals and families it may 
be read, and when read by them, to 
how many others it may be lent, it 
is difficult to conceive of a way in 
which more good can be accomp- 
lished by a very small amount of 
means. As an auxiliary to other 
means of doing good, the distribution 
of Tracts also holds a distinguished 
place. In how many sick chambers, 
in how many meetings of anxious 
inquiry, in how many circles of 
wealth and prosperity, of fashion, 
folly, and vice, may these faithful 
witnesses be left to testify what 
otherwise never would be told. The 
language of every Missionary So- 
ciety, either domestic or foreign, is, 
“A Missionary without a supply of 
Tracts is unprovided for his work; 
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the press is the grand medium of 
communication in all parts of the 
missionary world.” A Missionary 
at Sumatra writes—“I am fully of 
opinion that, among all nations not 
accustomed to books, the distribu- 
tion of small Tracts, written in an 
easy style, or of single Gospels, is 
much more lhkely to do good than 
that of larger works. This opinion 
is strengthened by the experience 
and observation of every day.”’ Nor 
are the preceding suggestions found- 
ed in mere theory, but warranted 
by facts, 

The amount of good already 
achieved by the distribution of Tracts 
is incalculable. Much has been 
done, in this and other countries, to 
afford the most satisfactory evidence 
of their beneficial effects. The most 
interesting accounts accumulate 
upon us from every quarter where 
Tracts are circulated, either in 
Christian or Pagan lands, of their 
extended utility. It is impossible 
to recite them. Volumes might be 
profitably occupied with the most 
interesting narratives of this sort. 
There is not a week in which we 
have not striking accounts of their 
happy results. Some years ago, the 
author of the little Tract called the 
Dairyman’s Daughter, is said to 
have received information of three 
Aundred conversions by the instru- 
mentality of that Tract. Of the 
labours of how many ministers of 


the Gospel can this be said, even 


though they have extended to very 
advanced age? Many revivals of 
religion this little Tract is known to 
have occasioned. The Tract called 
“The Swearer’s Prayer’ has been 
at least equally successful. More 
than twenty instances of conversion 
by the instrumentality of Tracts have 
been reported, with their attending 
circumstances, to the committee of 
one Society in the United States, 
during the past year, besides several 
revivals of religion occasioned, or 
greatly promoted by that Society’s 
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publications. We are not ignorant 
of the alarming success with which 
Voltaire and his infidel associates on 
the continent of Europe, and else- 
where, proved the efficacy of this 
method of access to the common 
people, in producing one of the most 
terrible moral convulsions which 
have ever shaken the world. And 
we are not ignorant of the success 
of men of a different spirit, in those 
well-directed efforts in the cause of 
Tracts, by which the continent be- 
gan to be enlightened and reformed 
in the days of the Great Reforma- 
uon. 

But these laudable efforts, not- 

thstanding all they have achieved, 
have come short of the exigences of 
the world, and have in no small de- 
gree, failed of their object, through 
a divided and partial operation. It 
has long been a doubtful point 
whether Chrisuans of different de- 
nominations could unite their efforts 
beyond the single endeavour of dis- 
tributing the Holy Scriptures “with- 
out note or comment.” And yet 
the “body of Christ” is one. In all 
that pertains to the essential princi- 
ples ef Christianity, it cannot be 
otherwise than that there exists a 
union of affection and sentiment 
among all good men, by whatever 
name they may be called; and we 
are persuaded this harmony exists 
to a degree beyond the anticipations 
not only of the more vigilant and 
cautious, but of the more indulgent 
and liberal. All good men receive 
the Holy Scriptures as containing 
a complete and entire system of di- 
vine truth, by whose unerring stand- 
ard every opinion is to be tried and 
decided. So long as they love the 
Bible they cannot be at war with one 
another. And so long as they 
believe the truths of the Bible, are 
they united in their religious senti- 
ments. We do not mean by this to 
become the abettors of that modern 
liberality which discovers no differ- 
ence between the precious and the 
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vile, and which consists in a virtual 
indifference to all religious opinions. 
To us it appears that the authority 
of this divine legislator extends to 
the understandings of men, as well! 
as their conduct, and that they have 
no more right to believe what is 
false than to practise what is wrong. 
But we do believe that if good men 
beheld each other’s goodness 
through a nearer medium, and one 
less obscured, they would be more 
under the direction of a reciprocated 
confidence, and their prejudices and 
fears would melt away before the 
benignant influence of holy love. 
And we do mean to affirm, that were 
there a more scrupulous regard to 
the infallible judgment of God, and 
a less scrupulous regard to the fal- 
lible jadgment of men; if the rival- 
ship of denomination were merged 
in the rivalship of benevolent enter- 
prise; if the fear of God and the 
love of Jesus Christ; ifa tender com- 
passion for the salvation of sinners, 
and a tender affection toward all the 
friends of the Redeemer, were the 
paramount principles of action, chil- 
ling ahenations would pass away, 
heart-burning suspicions would find 
no place, mutual criminations would 
be suppressed, more importance 
would ‘be attached to the things in 
which we agree, and less to those 
in which we differ; there would be 
more of the soul of union; and while 
the enemies of our religion would 
be again constrained to bear the 
honourable testimony, “See how 
these Christians love one another,” 
we ourselves should sing, ‘Behold 
how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity!” 
It is obvious that the only difficulty 
in the forming a Tract Society upon 
these enlarged principles, lies in the 
doctrinal character of the Tracts to 
be circulated. On this subject the 
most full and liberal provision is 
made in the Constitution of the 
American Tract Sociery. The 


different denominations composing 
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the Publishing Committee, come to 
their work with the selemn and 
honest stipulation to be each the pro- 
tector of his own peculiarities; and 
in this labour of mercy to publish 
and distribute such Tracts only, as 
shall inculcate those great doctrines 
in which they all harmonise. Man’s 
native sinfulness—the purity and 
obligation of the law of God—the 
true and proper Divinity of our Lord 
Jesus Christ-—the necessity and 
reality of his atonement and sacri- 
fice—the efficiency of the Holy 
Spirit in the work of renovation—the 
free and full offers of the Gospel, 
and the duty of men to accept it— 
the necessity of personal holiness— 
as well as an everlasting state of 
rewards and punishments beyond the 
grave—these are doctrines dear to 
our hearts, and constitute the basis 
of our union. And who does not 
see, that in the present state of our 
own country and the world, there is 
a wide sphere of successful opera- 
tions, in simply diffusing these and 
other kindred truths in which we 
agree? It 1s hoped that the publish- 
ing Committee, agreeably to the 
suggestion of the esteemed Presi- 
dent of the Society, in his first official 
address, will “ever bear in mind the 
high responsibility of thgir office; and 
always feel that, as the eternal desti- 
nies of souls may hang upon their 
deliberations and doings, no Tract 
should ever be issued from the De- 
pository of this Society, which does 
not contain, should it find its way 
where a Bible was never seen, nor 
the Gospel ever heard, enough of 
Divine truth to guide the ignorant 
and the inquiring sinner into the 
ath of eternal life.” 

If in any instance we should hesi- 
tate about the terms in which any 
truth should be expressed, we may 
always be relieved from our embar- 
rassment by resorting to the terms 
of the Bible, and adopting the very 
language of the Spirit of all truth. 
The Committee cannot fee! that this 
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is a visionary enterprise. They no 
longer regard it as a doubtful expe- 
riment. On the most matured view 
of at the difficulties they can 
anticipate, they are persuaded that 
jit is a practicable and high-born 
undertaking. The indications of 
Divine Providence have so manifest- 
ly led to it, that though they have all 
admitted some anxious speculations, 
they dare not hesitate. It is with 
deep-felt gratitude and delight that 
they have watched the superinten- 
dance of the Holy Spirit over this 
novel and hopeful attempt; and al- 
ready do they indulge the expecta- 
tion, that under the same refreshing 
influence, the riches of the harvest 
will correspond with the splendour 
of this early promise. Who cantell 
but the time is drawing near, when 
the different sections of the church 
of God on the earth shall be “per- 
fectly joined together in the same 
mind and in the same judgment,” 
and that without either embracing or 
propagating error, or suppressing the 
truth, (and without withholding their 
censure from all who believe “ano- 
ther Gospel,’’) they shall imbibe that 
amiable and conciliating temper 
whose attractive influence s iallallure 
them toconcentrated efforts in every 
labour of love? Who can tell but the 
present isan instance of harmony and 
co-operation which will prepare the 
way for other and more important 
instances, when in unity of faith and 
unity of spirit, no benevolent enter- 
prise shall fail through the discor- 
dancy of Christians, and when in 
every cause that demands prompt 
and extended co-operation, the 
friends of the Redeemer shall know 
how to combine their energies| 
against the common foe? Who will 
not say, “The Lord hasten it in his 
time!” Thy watchmen shall lift up 
the voice; with the voice together 
shall they sing; for they shall see 
eye to eye, when the Lord shall 
bring again Zion.” 

Peculiar advantages, it appears to 
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the Committee, will result from the 
formation of a great Institution, 
whose operations shall extend over 
our whole country, and, as far as 
practicable, even beyond its limits. 
The twofold union of various local 
institutions, and of Christians of dif- 
ferent denominations, all applying 
their powers in a common direction 
and uniting the concurrence and 
feeling of this free and enterprising 
nation, appears to be the only 
measure which can secure all the 
energy of operation that is needed. 
The world at large, the adjacent 
states of South America, the islands 
of the West Indies, and our own 
United States in particular, present 
a vast and inviting field for the exer- 
tions of a Society combining the 
efforts of the whole Christian com- 
munity. Our own country contains 
a population of more than eleven 
millions, scattered over an extent of 
more than one million of square 
miles, every hour becoming a more 
numerous and more reading popula- 
tion. Four millions of this popula- 
tion consist of children; and under 
the operation of the system of Com- 
mon Schools which is adopted in 
many of the States, aided by the in- 
fluence of Sabbath Schools establish- 
ed in all, how comparatively easy is 
it to extend the power of moral and 
religious instruction, through the 
medium of Tracts, to these flourish- 
ing nurseries of the Church and the 
State. Should God lift his smile 
upon the Society, it will speak to 
the remoter corners of the globe. 
The purpose of its conductors is to 
publish Tracs in various languages, 
and to be heralds of Divine Mercy, 
not only to our own population, not 
only to the provinces on our North- 
ern and Southern frontier, but to 
Eastern and Western Asia and the 
Southern Ocean. But how can this 
be accomplished without a more 
generous and undivided impulse? 
Every new institution, also, of such 
character, exerts a happy influence 
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on our national union, and is a new 
accession of the best and strongest 


affections of the human heart, ' 


gathered from the remotest parts of | 
the land, to “lengthen the cords and. 
strengthen the stakes”’ that bind to- 

gether the body politic; so that, whilé | 
public opinion maintains its existing | 
ascendancy, every new accession of | 
diffusive benevolence will render it. 
more and more difficult for the spirit | 
of faction or usurpation to sever this | 
cemented country. And so long as 
public opinion maintains its existing 
supremacy, whodoes not feel the im- 
mense importance of moulding it by 
a moral and religious influence, and 
of securmg end augmenting our 
civil and political lberties by the 
most unconfined diffusion of the 
lignts of science and religion. 
thronghout a community whose 
political existence depends on the 
intelhgence, and, more especially, | 
on the integrity of the people? We 
might add to these considerations | 
that, should approved Tracts be | 
supplied to the nation from one) 
general establishment, one set of | 
sicreotype plates, and one set of, 
engravings, one Board of Managers | 
and officers, and one centre of trans- 

portation, the economy of such a| 
measure in all the expenditures and | 
labours of the Society must be a 
powerful argument in favour of the 
union. Tracts are now exeedingly 
cheap, but the committee are greatly 
deceived if the formation of the 
American Tract Society does not 

render them cheaper than they now 
are, and ifthe Parent Depository is 
not able to supply the country at a 
lower rate than they can be supplied 
by the local Societies. And why 
should the establishment of a Gene- 
ral Institution diminish the zeal of 
local Societies? Are they not all 
moving forward from the desire of 
doing good, and under the para- 
mount impulse to what is best? Has 
the National Bible Society diminish- 
ed the zeal of the local Bible Socie- 











ties? With the Divine blessing on 
the American Tract Society, the 
Committee have little doubt that a 
course will be pursued which, by 
augmenting the zeal of the whole, 
will augment the zeal of the parts; 
which, while it shall sécure the con- 
fidence, will concentrate the unabat- 
ed and increased efforts of the nation; 
and which, while it invigorates the 
heart, will pour its life-blood, with 
accelerated force through every 
artery and vein. 

The city of New York, eminently 
distinguished by its natural and local 
advantages, its accumulating popu- 
lation, and its increasing commercial 
prosperity and influence, seems 
destined, in the wisdom of Divine 
Providence, to become the centre 
of these extended operations. If 
the signs of the times call for a 
National Institution, where might 
we look for the seat of its operations, 
unless where there are greater 
facilities of ingress and egress, and 
more extended, constant, and direct 
intercommunications with foreign 
ports, and every part of our interior, 
than are to be found in any other 
locality in the nation? When the 
canals which are now in progress 
shall be completed, there will be a 
direct inland water communication 
between this port and every village 
of note in the extended country to 
the west of the Allegany Mountains. 
Already one-third part of all the 
foreign goods brought into the 
United’ States are entered at this 
port, and here put up for merchants 
in every part of the union. Mer- 
chants assemble here, and opportu- 
nities are constantly presented for 
sending Tracts ata very small ex- 
pense, and very frequently at no 
expense at all, to the remotest 
parts of the land, and of engaging the 
proper persons to use their influence 
in distributing them. And it is 
hoped that the increasing and well- 
directed zeal in benevolent institu- 
tions which has been manifested by 














OTN aR, 

















20 





our citizens for a few past years, and 
especially the iaterest which has re- 
cenily been awakened in the Tract 
cause, affords the community some 
ge of persevering exertion in 
this responsible work, which will be 
effectually receemed. We are 
sensible that the eyes of good men 
in the country are directed towards 
us, and that they have a mght to ex- 
ct that every maf engaged in this 
Srralnaes business will do his duty. 
The formation of the American 
Tract Society, therefore, in the city 
of New York, we cannot but hope, 
is an event which will be regarded 
with interest by all the friends of our 
common Lord. This union formsa 
new era in the history of the Ameri- 
can churches; and the auspices 
under which it has been consummat- 
ed are certainly of bright augury. 
We respectfully solicit the favour 
of the Christian community, not for 
our sakes, but his who “died for us 
and rose again.” To ministers and 
churches—to Societies already in 
existence, and to communities where 
Auxiliary Associations may be form- 
ed—to wealthy individuals, whom 
God has made the stewards and 
almoners of his bounty—to benevo- 
lent males and females, we would 
affectionately and urgently say, 
Come and help us. The enterprise 
in which we are engaged, though 
among the most noiseless, may be 
ranked among the most noble ex- 
loits of the age in which we live. 
t canhot be carried forward without 
harmony of design and united per- 
severance and zeal; and “it is good 
to be zealously affected in a good 
thing.”” We feel justified in solicit 
ing, for the object we pursue, your 
fixed and steady attention, your 
strong and ardent affections, your 
hearty and vigorous co-operation. 
There is great weight and influence 
in our design; and though there may 
be difficuluies, and even dangers in 
our way, we cherish sanguine ex- 
pectations of the Divine favour and 
blessing. 
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We live, fellow citizens, at an 
eventful period of the world. The 
purposes of God’s mercy appear to 
be rapidly unfolding, and rapidly 
and surcly advancing toward their 
final issue. New scenesare already 
opening upon the world and upon 
the church; and the “enterprise to 
be achieved is the conversion of the 
world to its Redeeming God and 
King.” In this vast and arduous 
enterprise no portion of mankind 
are bound to feel a deeper interest 
than the people of these United 
States. The state of our country 1s 
one of unparalleled prosperity. At 
peace among ourselves and with all 
nations, our population is becoming 
“as the sand which is by the sea in 
multitude.’ Our industry and 
wealth are giving this favoured 
people a high elevation in the cata- 
logue of nations. The light of 
science and the arts, is diffusing its 
influence through every part of our 
growing republic. Our plans of 
internal improvement and public 
utility are raising our dignity and 
glory in the view of future ages; and 
our happy religion, born of God, 
descended from Heaven, and dwell- 
ing in undisturbed security in this 
Western World, has already exerted 
its efficient power in forming here a 
people for his praise. ‘The commit- 
tee indulge the hope that great mul- 
titudes in this happy portion of the 
globe will enrol their names among 
the patrons of this institution and the 
benefactors of mankind. They 
know that the enterprise in which 
they are engaged is one which can- 
not prosper, unless the God of all 
the earth control and prosper it. 
They earnestly solicit an interest in 
your prayers as well as your bene- 
factions, ‘To them it is a delightful 
thought that the cause is God’s, and 
dependant absolutely onhim. Vote 
by might, nor by power, but by my 
Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts!” 
This is their motto. We cannot 
hope too much from God. In the 
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name of God alone they begin and 
go forward, confiding always in that 
Divine guidance and favour, which 
in all their toil shall be invoked by 
prayer, and in all their success, be 
honoured with thanksgiving 

Signed in behalf of the Executive 
Committee of the American Tracr 
Soolery. 

JAMES MILNOR, 
GARDINER SPRING, 
JOHN KNOX, 

JUSTIN EDWARDS, 
CHARLES G. SOMMERS, 
JOHN SUMMERFIELD, 

New York, June, 1825. Committee. 

comtcomatias 

REMARKS ON MORAL VIRTUE. 

BY BISHOP GRISWOLD, 

Moral virtue, tho..gn not in itself 
the word we are to preach, is also a 
very necessary part of our preach- 
ing. It is “a faithful saying,” and it 
is our duty to “affirm constantly, 
that they who have believed in God 
be careful to maintain good works.” 
We are to teach the strictest and 
purest morality: not indeed as the 
foundation of our hope, or ground 
of our justification; not as entitling 
us to heaven and happiness; but as 
the just return for God’s goodness; 
as a grateful acknowledgment for 
his mercies; as a cordial compliance 
with his will; as the propef fruit of 
Christian faith; as a participation in 
the Saviour’s cross, and a conform- 
ity to his holy example, necessary 
to the glorious rewards of his heaven- 
ly kingdom, 

Such is the morality we are call- 
to preach, founded on a faith in the 
doctrines of the gospel: and it is the 
only morality which will be of much 
real benefit to mankind. Let us ex- 
patiate ever so finely on the inherent 
beauty ‘and amiableness of virtue: 
though we “speak with tongues of 
men and of angels” of the natural 
fitness of moral rectitude; though we 
earnestly declaim against the vices 
of the age, and expose to view the 
deformity of sin, we shall never re- 
move it from the heart, nor make 
men better, till we make them Chris- 


| feel not the want of one. 





tians. When was the heart ever 
changed, or the world reformed, by 
this kind of teaching? Will the best 
precepts of morality, independent of 
the truths and motives which the 
gospel reveals, awaken sinners to 
repentance? Our flowery disquisi- 
tions on the various duties of life, 
though polished smooth as marble, 
will be as cold, nor touch the heart 
with the pure flame of devotion, 
That virtue is amiable, none can 
deny. But are its charms alone 
sufficient to counterbalance the al- 
lurements of the world, and restrain 
the inordinate propensities of corrup- 
ted nature? No: we must preach 
the word; we must preach the 
gospel: we must preach Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified. We 
must cleanse the fountain, that the 
streams may be pure. The word, 
the quickening word of God must 
be “grafted inwardly in the heart,” 
before it will “bring forth the fruit 
of good living.”” They, who are 
whole, need not a physician; and 
they, who think themselves whole, 
Men must 
be sensible of their sinful, perilous 
state, before they will “hunger and 
thirst after righteousness; which yet 
they must do, before they are fed. 
For God fills the hungry with good 
things, and the vainly rich he sends 
empty away. How shall we apply 
to the great Physician, till we are 
sensible, that “we have no health in 
us?” 
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Many professors of religion; and some 
Clergymen, will find an appropriate 
lesson in the following extract of a 
letter of the late Rev. Dr. Scott. 
Verbum Sapienti. 

“For some time I had frequent 
invitations to meet dinner parties 
formed of persons professing religion 
and I generally accepted them; yet 
I seldom returned home without dis- 
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birth-day,) I met, at the house of a 
rather opulent tradesman, a large 
partyjamong whom were some other 
ministers. The dinner was exceed- 
ingly splendid and luxurious, con- 
sisting of two courses, including 
every delicacy in season. Some 
jokes passed upon the subject; and 
one person, in particular, a minister 
of much celebrity, said, ‘If we pro- 
ceed thus, we shall soon have the 
gout numbered among the privile- 
ges of the gospel!’ This passed off 
very well: but in the evening, a ques- 
tion being proposed onthe principal 
dangers to which evangelical religi- 
on was exposed in the present day, 
when it came to my turn to speak, I 
ventured to say, that conformity to 
the world among persons professing 
godliness, was the grand danger of 
all. One thing led to another, and 
the luxurious dinner did not pass un- 
noticed by me. I expressed myself 
as cautiously as I could consistently 
with my conscience; but I observed 
that, however it might be needful for 
Christians in superior stations some- 
times to give splendid and expensive 
dinners to their worldly relations and 
connexions, yet, when ministers and 
Christians met together as such, it 
was not consistent; but should be 
exchanged for more frugal entertain- 
ments of each other, and more abun- 
dant feeding of the poor, the maimed, 
the lame, and the blind.( Luke xiv. 12 
—14.)—Probably I was too pointed; 
and many strong expressions of dis- 
approbation were used at the time; 
but I went home as one who had 
thrown a great burden from his back 
—rejoicing in the testimony of my 
conscience. The consequence was, 
a sort of tacit excommunication 
from the circle. The gentleman at 
whose house this passed, never in- 
vited me again but once, and then 
our dinner was literally a piece of 
boiled beef. He was, however, I 
believe, a truly pious man, though 
misled by bad examples § and 
customs. He always continued to 
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act toward me in a friendly manner; 
and, though I had not seen him for 
several years, he left me a small 
legacy at his death.” 


GENERAL LAFAYETTE. 

Among all the addresses to Gen. 
Lafayette, since he arrived in this 
country, we do not recollect one, so 
far as they have been published, 
which breathes the same spirit as 
the following extract from the Ad- 
dress of President Allen, of Bowdoin 
College.— Bost. Rec. and Tel 

We welcome and hail you as the 
benefactor of our country—as one of 
that illustrious band of patriotic aud 
heroic men, whose blood, through 
the divine blessing, was the purchase 
of our freedom. Our hearts are 
glad; yet is our joy mingled with 
melancholy, for you are the last of 
the military chiefs of our revolution- 
ary war, and ere we shall see you 
again, you may be summoned to 
follow WasuinoTon and Knox, and 
your other companions in arms. 
Allow me, then, to utter the hope 
and the prayer, that for the infinitely 
precious blood shed upon Mount 
Calvary, which purchases the high- 
est and eternal freedom for all 
who reffent and believe in Jesus 
Christ, you may lift up your praises 
for ever with the great company of 
the redeemed, in the kingdom of 
Heaven; and may there cast down 
your glories and your honours at 
the feet of the Prince of Peace—the 
Son of God. 


AFFECTING INCIDENT. 

Numerous Bible Societies have 
been formed; the Scriptures 
of truth have been given to many 
destitute families and_ individuals, 
and the Spirit of God has render- 
ed them effectual to the salvation 
of many souls. This has a tend- 
ency to encourage the friends of 
Bible Societies to pursue with 
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greater ardour the object of these 
jnstitutions. But im the mean time, 
they ought to remember the spiritual 
condition of their own children and 
friends, some of whom may greatly 
need the gift of a Bible and may be 
profited by it, as is evident from the 
following narrative. 

“At a late meeting of the Sea- 
man’s Friend Society the Rev. 
Loig: Richmond is said to have re- 
lated the following affecting narra- 
tive: 

“While I reflect on the seaman’s 
character and circumstances, I can- 
not, without peculiar interest, recol- 
lect the ime when one young man 
went to sea whose feelings were ill- 
suited to all the contingencies of a 
seafaring life. I remember that the 
time came, when it was said that the 
vessel had been wrecked and he was 
dead; and no intimation had reached 
the ears of his affectionate parents 
of any change in his views as to the 
things of God. And I remember 
the time when that young man was 
so far restored to his family, that 
although they saw him not, they 
heard that he had been saved from 
t.e shipwreck. The young man too 


was found by God, and in the midst 


of the ocean, with the Bible only, 
which his father on parting had put 
into his hand. The Bible was bless- 
ed to his soul in the midst of the 
earnal companions with whom he 
was surrounded. The means of 
grace without any human instruction, 
were made effectual to his soul. 
And at length, in sailing from port 
to port, there were thuse who be- 
came acquainted with his interesting 
state, and lent him the helping hand 
as to the concerns of the soul.—The 
time caine when that young man, 
who had been a foe to religion, lifted 
up in the bay of Gibraltar, at his 
mast head, a Bethel Flag, and sum- 
moned the sailors to prayer, and 
prayed with them, and bade the 
missianary exhort them. And when 
I tell you that the young man is my 








own son, you will see that I may 
well say, “God bless the sailor’s 
Friends.” 


[From the Religious Intelligencer.) 
THE COMING CRISIS, 

The powers ot light and darkness 
have been long arravying themselves 
for war: and the simultaneous and 
strenuous efforts, by which the most 
enlightened and devout Christians, 
throughout the world are making 
rapid progress toward the diffusion 
of the pure Word of God in every 
language, have brought these ms 
ing powers into actual conflict. 
last year has exhibited the extraor- 
dinary spectacle of both the Western 
and the Eastern Antichrists issuing 
public anathemas against the distri- 
bution of the Holy Scriptures. 

A Circular against Bible Socie- 
ties was issued by the Pope, at 
Rome, on the 3d of May. This 
Circular was followed on the 24th 
of that month, by a Bull, appointing 
the present year to be observed asa 
Jubilee, and promising a remission 
of sins to such as should, in the 
course of it, make a pilgrimage to 
Rome. 

These two documents should be 
circulated throughout the whole 
Christian worlc. From beginning 
to end, they demonstrate that Popery 
is, at this moment, as utterly oppos- 
ed as it ever was to all freedom of 
conscience and intelligent use of the 
Scriptures; and that all hopes of its 
having been, as a system, improved 
or meliorated, by the course of 
events and the advancement of 
knowledge is at an end. It is fit 
that Scriptural Christians all over 
the world should settle it in their 
minds, that Popery, as a system, 
never has departed, and seems never 
likely to depart, from that which is 
its predicted characteristic—dJae- 
fhhemous usurpation of the place of 
God! 


What, then, remains, but that 
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Scriptural Christians echo all over 
the world the voice of affectionate 
warning which is heard from 
heaven—Come out of her, my 
freopile! that ye be not fartakers of 
her sins, and ye receive not of her 
filagues. That there is every en- 
couragement to do this, sufficiently 
appears from the promising state of 
numbers of Roman Catholics, on 
some parts of the Continent, who 
are eager for the Scriptures. 

In our own country, indeed, we 
have to lament an open and violent 
opposition to the Scriptures, on the 
part of the Roman Catholics of Ire- 
land —Of the extent of Protestant 
exertions in behalf of that country, 
some judgment may be formed, by 

our frequent extracts from the Re- 
ports of different Societies. The 

eager desire of the people to learn, 

and the rapid progress among them 

of Scriptural knowledge, have led 

to a systematic opposition. Public 
discussions have taken place, on the 
right of the Christian community to 
the free use of the Scriptures. The 
final issue of this state of things does 
not admit of a doubt in the mind of 
one who receives the Word of God 
in simplicity. 

But the Eastern Antichrist co- 
eperates with the Western! The 
following firman, addressed to the 
different Turkish Governors, was 
issued from Constantinople, a short 
time after the Pope’s Circular was 
published at Rome:— 

“Know that it is ascertained, that 
books have been printed in Europe, 
viz. Bibles, Psalters, and Gospels, 
with the history of the Apostles, at 
the end, two or three thousand of 
each sort, with four or five of the 

Persian Tracts. And as it is my 

duty to prevent entirely such things, 

when they happen in my kingdom, 

during my reign, let these books be 

returned to Europe; and if, here- 

after, any of them arrive at the 

custom-houses, let careful search be 

made, and advice sent to my capital, 
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in order that none may be sold or 
bought. Likewise let no Turk 
whatever take any of these false 
books; and, whenever ‘any of them 
are found, let them be taken and 
cast into the fire, that they may be 
burnt; and let them not be bought 
or sold in any country. This is 
my royal pleasure: and, on this 
subject, a “Kat Hamayoon” [edict | 
has been issued from my palace, 
according to which you will cause 
these books to be sent back. For 
this purpose “Buyourdies” have 
been issued from my palace, for 
Anatolia, Greece, and the three 
Roads, in so many firmans, which 
have been written and forwarded to 
every place. You, therefore, Gov- 
ernors, &c. make known this order 
to the places under your jurisdic- 
tion, and take care that no Turk 
take of the above mentioned books, 
and, if they are found with any 
person whatever, take them from 
his hands, and cast them into the fire 
to be burned. Take heed that no 
means be found to sell them in any 
place whatever. Our order has 
been forwarded by express, by some 
of the officers (salhechor) of the 
Grand Vizier, named Mohammed 
Mechiydden. It is my desire that 
you employ all diligence; and that 
in this matter, neither dissimulation 
nor indulgence be permitted, in any 
manner. As soon, then, as you 
have knowledge of our orders, act 
and labour in the manner here pointed 
out, to put them in execution; acquit- 
ting yourselves with the duties where- 
with you,‘are charged, and engage 
in an exact search. On the arrival, 
then, of my Firman which you must 
follow, and according to the tenor of 
which you must act, proceed in the 
manner here pointed out, taking 
good heed not to violate it. Know 
this, and assure yourselves of our 
signature, &c. Constantinople, about 
the middle of the month Chaoiial, 
1239.” 





The following extract from 4 
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_ believe that the firman was procured 
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Jetter of the Rev. Pliny Fisk, ex- 
plains this affair:— 

“Three days azo, the Pacha sent 
for the dragoman of Mr. Barker, 
the Briush Consul, and informed 
hin that a Firman had been receiv- 
ed from the Grand Seignior, pro- 
hiviting the distribution of the books, 
the Law, Psalms, Gospel, and Epis- 
tles, whicn cone from Europe; and 
ordering such as have been distr- 
buted to be collected, and that all 


such as arrive at the custom-houses | 


herealter should be sent back to 
Europe. The firman was put into 
the hands of the Cadi, who sent for 
the chiefs of the different Christian 
sects—told them what the sultan’s 
orders were—and ordered them to 
cause all their people who had any 
of these books in their possession to 
deliver them up, threatening to 
hang any man who should be found 
to keep back avy of them. I was 
told, however, last-evening, that not 
a single buok had yet been givenup, 
and Mr. Barker thinks that they 
will not be given up. All whom I 
have heard speak on the subject 
here, Catholics as well as others, 


by the Catholics. Mr. Lesseps, 
French Consul at Aleppo, has con. 
versed on the subject in such a 
manner as to leave but little doubt 
in my mind, that he has written to 
Constantinople on the subject. Mr. 
Barker feels very indignant, that 
Papal Missionaries should be allow- 
ed to carry on their plans so openly 
and extensively in the country, 
while an English Missionary must 
be prohibited from giving even the 
simple Word of God to Christians.” 


BISHOP CHASE’S ADDRESS 
To the Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, held at Zanesville, 
on the first, second and third days of 
June, 1825, 


Breturen of the Clergy and 
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any great design, there are many 
previous points to be gained; and 
although, as in surmounting the 
Aips, we may felicitate ourselves, 
and praise God most devoutly that 
we have succeeded in ascending 
one steep, yet even this rejoicing 
seems intended to prepare us with 
courage to overcome fresh difficule 
ues which, one after another, rise 
still higher and higher in our view. 

I introduce my address to you, 
my brethren, on the subject of our 
Seminary, by this remark, with the 
triple intention that we may be ex- 
cited to gratitude for past mercies; 
be apprized that difficulties still 
exist, and animated with holy 
courage to overcome them.—Of 
these each a little in its place. 

Ot past mercies, I told you some- 
thing when we last met. Since that 
time I have been certified through 
numerous and most respectable 
channels, that the cause of our 
Seminary set forth in “the appeal in 
behalf of the Diocess of Ohio,” has 
continued to gain ground in the best 
affections of our English friends, 
Considerable accessions to the fund 
have been made, and the spirit of 
good will and Christian fellowship, 
which it was our object always to 
promote, was daily increasing. 
Scarcely a post has past without 
bringing some good udings of great 
joy to our infant Seminary. The 
most encouraging words and deeds 
have been recited to me in letters 
from persons most eminent for pric 
vate virtue and public station. 
Would that their loved and respecte 
ed names could be here recited! 
But you know them, and will em- 
balm their kindness in your memo, 
ries, 

Aware that the sum already 
raised is short of what it would have 
been but for some events which 
took place to stop the flow of British 
kindness, our friends in England, 
deeply sensible of the importance of 
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college, containing all the means of 
full instruction fur the Gospel minis- 
try, have given me good assurance 
that while our funds are accumulat- 
ing both from their own interest and 
additional contributions, we shall 
receive at least what would equal 
their annual interest, in separate 
benefactions meant for current use. 

As to the remaining difficulues, 
there are none greater, we trust, 
than such as may arise from honest 
differences of opinion, and which, 
being discussed with a Chrisuan 
spirit, we hope soon will vanish. 

To determine the great question 
where our seminary is to be estab- 
lished, 1 always considered as a 
right belonging to the Convention: 
for by that body, I understand, an 
assembly of men acting in the fear 
of God for the Diocess in general; 
free from prejudice, partial views 
and local interests—in short, an as- 
semblage of the wisdom of the 
whole Diocess—of the Bishop—of 
the Clergy—and of the Laity. As 
an integral part, therefore, of this 
body, | have thought it my duty to 
give this subject all the investigation 
and deliberation in my power; the 
result of which the same sense of 
duty now compels me to lay belore 
you. 

Before we enter on the consider- 
ation of any articular place, the 
proposals for the Seminary divide 
themselves into two classes, viz. 
those for town, and those for country 
places. Having come to this ques- 
tion with an unbiassed mind, I have, 
it is believed, investigated without 
prejudice, both these classes of 
roposals, and am fully of opinion 
that the latter has the preference, 
and for the following reasons: 

1. In the country we can have 











health, which is not always the case 
of our towns, as experience abund- 
antly proves. 

2. Wherever in the country our 
Seminary is placed, the lands for 
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many miles around will greatly in- 
crease in value; and if they should 
be in a state of nature, that increase, 
in the opinion of good judges, would 
be more than doubied. Should, 
therefore, the Seminary, by gilt or 
otherwise, (previously to the deter- 
mination to fix absolute on any 
place) be certain of being the pos- 
sessor of some thousands of acres 
of the surrounding country, how 
surely and how innocently, yea, how 
justly might it share in the gains of 
which itself would thus be the 
parent. Count these gains, and on 
the most moderate scale contrast 
them with the highest offer which 
any town will make, and the preler- 
ence of fixing our Seminary in the 
country will be apparent. I have 
done so, and am satisfied: do so 
yourselves, and I trust you will be 
of my opinion. Suppose four thou- 
sand acres were given us, and by 
purchase we became owners of four 
thousand acres more. If the Semi- 
nary were established on them, the 
former of these would now be worth 
$20,000 and the latter, after deduct- 
ing the price of purchase, would 
amount to $15,000; and a few years 
would see these lands doubled even 
in this valuation. If this computa- 
tion be doubted, let it be distinctly 
known that there are persons who 
(if these lands with the Seminary 
established thereon, were conveyed 
to them for the right of leasing and 
selling the same under whatever 
reasonable restrictions, to secure 
the morality of the inhabitants, the 
Trustees may require) would be- 
come obligated to pay the interest 
of that sum, viz: $1,800 annually 
for ever. This it should seem, 
stamps validity on our plans, and 
puts their practicability beyond 4 
doubt. 

3. By placing our Seminary om 
lands of which itself is the owner 
for some distance round, we might 
possess, and, if we chose, we might 
exercise a power as effectual a 
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salutary—a power, by right of soil, 
to prevent the evils which otherwise 
ofien the best of collegiate laws can- 
not cure. 

Such is the nature of our civil 
government, that it must be employ- 
ed rather in punishing than in fre- 
venting vice. Thus, of necessity, 
the woe falls more on the seduced 
than on the seducer. The tempted 
is punished, while the tempter often, 
too often, escapes unhurt. In 
Schools and Colleges placed in 
cities, and receiving students from 
abroad, these evils are most alarm- 
ingly apparent. Young men are 
olen disgraced by punishment, and 
soimetimes ruined by expulsion; 
whilst, when compared with their 
seducers, they are innocent—and 
those who enticed them from the 
p ths of rectitude, chiefly ought te 
Sulter, 

Uhere is a time in youth when the 
body, not the mind, has attained 
maturity—a time, when amid the 
sturms of passion, reason’s feeble 
voice is scarcely heard—a time 
wen inexperience blinds the eye, 
aid pleasure like an opiate lulls the 
conscience fatally to sleep—a time 
When the paths of sin, though they 
end in death, are by the arts of 
Satan strewed with flowers—a time 
when all restraint, thouyh imposed 
by mercy’s self, seems hard and 
galling; there is in youth a time like 
this, and this is that which is com- 
monly spent at College, when for 
the want of means to prevent temp- 
tation, they are most exposed to the 
seducements of wicked and design- 
ing persons. This is so true and 
so frequent, that through a life of 
half a century, and for the greater 
part of this spent in being taught or 
in teaching others, there has been 
no one subject on which my mind 
has dwelt with deeper and more 
melancholy regret than this, viz.— 
that there were not in our Semina- 
ries of learning some way invented, 


the temptation might be suppressed; 
and thus the crime prevented, or at 
least the tempter, for example’s 
sake, more severely punished;— 
some way, I say, by which our 
vouth, when removed from the 
guardian eye of their parents, might 
contend with vice on more equal 
terms—might be taught, at least, 
the use of weapons of self-defence, 
before they are brought, as in our 
city Colleges, to contend unarmed 
with the worst enemies of their hap- 
piness--those who find it their in- 
terest or malicious pleasure, to 
seduce them from their studies into 
vice and dissipation. And here— 
may God be praised both for the 
suggestion and the way to accomp- 
lish it—this much desired means of 
preventing evils which no collegiate 
laws can cure (till that cure come 
too late,) is now before you. Put 
your Seminary on your own do- 
main; be owners of the soil on 
which you dwell, and let the tenure 
of every lease and deed defend on 
the expressed condition, that noe 
thing detrimental to the morals and 
studies of youth be allowed on 
the premises. This condition, while 
it secures good men for the first set- 
tlers, will ensure them such for ever; 
and in so doing, will close up the 
greatest, widest, and most fatal 
avenues to vice, 

This expedient is so beneficial 
that it finds a friend in every parent’s 
bosom: and it is so practicable, that 
the wonder is not at its intricate 
nature, but that, in a country like 
ours, it has not been before adopted. 
It is an expedient which embraces 
so effectually the vital interests of 
our Seminary, as singly and of itself 
to extinguish all objections. We, 
therefore, might spare ourselves the 
pains to state them; for were they 
ever so numerous, and with ever so 
much plausibility urged against us, 
this one feature of our plan would, 
like Aaron’s rod, devour and de- 
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But however convincing may be 
our reasons for fixing on a country 
place as the site of our Seminary, 
yet there are some objections which 
though of minor consideration, seem 
to be urged with so much candou: 
and simplicity, as to deserve an an- 
ewer. | 

It is said that there are manifold 
difficulties in opening 4 new country, 
and that these will retard the opera- 
tion of our Seminary. 

We answer, that however great 
the difficulties, the object we have 
in view is still greater; aud to minds 
bent upon doing the will of their 
Master, these difficulties will but 
add fuel to the flame of desire to 
accomplish it, to the glory of God 
and the good of posterity. Besides, 
if those who will have to encounter 
these difficultics do not complain, 
others, it might reasonably be sup- 
posed, would be silent. As to re- 
tarding the operations of our Semi- 
nary, we believe our plan will have 
an effect immediately and directly 
contrary. 

It is understood that our Seminary 
is to go into operation in the house 
and on the place of my present re- 
sidence near Worthington, Franklin 
county, immediately alter the rising 
of the present Convention. If the 
buildings there should prove insufhi- 
cient to accommodate the students, 
others of a temporary nature might 
be erected, or houses hired in the 
neighbourhood. Here the Seminary 
in all its branches, from the gram- 
mar school through all the courses 
of collegiate instruction to those of 
theology, as required by our Canons, 
might proceed; and while this is 
doing, and perhaps as prosperously 
doing as if our conveniences were 
still greater, will it be an appalling 
and disheartening circumstance that 
such a plan as this is in operation 
for the future benefit of the Church? 
Will the consideration that we have 
an ample domain under the speci- 
fed salutary regulationson which our 
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lands are clearing and buildings 
erecting, and to which are drawing 
ihe best feelings and wishes of our 
country as to a centre of hope and 
promise——wili luis retard the present 
operations of our Seminary! Wiil 
this discourage the young men 
whose names are first enrolled on 
the pages ol its records? On the 
contrary, the prospect of the tuture 
wulity, greainess and glory of our 
{nsuiuuiun founded under such aus- 
pices as these, will, it should seem 
unite all hearts and animate ali cn- 
deavours to build up its wails and 
adorn its palaces. By giving this 
firmness, though but 4 prospect, to 
ite foundation, and by thus exibiting 
its future sirength to public view, 
more courage even for the present 
wii be inspired—more streng h w il 
be exercis.d in removing eveu pre- 
sent diflicultics. For who does not 
know that man’s present éndeavoure 
are in propoition to his future aofie ? 

lt 1 were to judge in this mater 
from my present teelings, and af it 
were proper to express them here, 
I should be compelled to declare 
my great dislike to the confining of 
our’ views within the contiacied 
sphere marked out by some for a 
city Seminary; and that both my 
judgment and my feelings accord 
with the expressed opinion of bene- 
factors in England, 1 myself am 
witness and here do testily. 

lt trom general principles we 
now descend to particulars, and ask 
where are the piaces which hold 
oui facilities to carry this our favour- 
ite plan into full effect, 1 answer, as 
is known to many, they are more 
than one; and may be found in still 
greater numbers. Let it be known 
that this institution may be establish- 
ed on any eligible grounds within 
such or such circumference of the 
centre of the Diocess, and let that 
ground be specified by the proper 
authority, and there is no doubt of 
our receiving the most liberal offers. 
Among those of this nature which 
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since the meeting of our last Con- 
vention, have arrested my attention, 
is a munificent donation of 1000 
acres of land, on Alum creek, about 
12 miles north of Columbus. This 
was made by Mrs. Betsey Reed, of 
Putnam, near Zanesville. The pro- 
mise vi a deed of the same being put 
at my disposal, either for the Bi- 
shop’s fund or the Theological Se- 
minary, and thus the Church, in any 
event, being certain of the land, I 
caused it to be surveyed, and a site 
for our Seminary (should the Con- 
vention think proper to establish it 
thereon) to be selected—eleven a- 
cres to be cleared and fenced—-seed 
to be sown, and a house, though of 
unhewn logs, to be erected and co- 
vered,( 24 by 36 feet, including gal- 
leries,) and the floors to be laid. 
This site may not be superior to 
others which may be hereafter offer- 
eu; but it is such as has pleased me 
aud all whe have examinedit. Ele- 
vated ov a gradual rise of 150 feet 
above the water of the creek, in the 
distance, west, of about 80 perches, 
the grounds command a view three 
ditlerent ways, of many miles, while 
the country is dry, undulating, and 
fertile all around. These are the 
grounds which, through means pure- 
ly providential, have been thrown 
upon your notice, and these their 
qualities courung your acceptance. 
But by no means would I urge you 
to receive them, if they be not ac- 
companied by other offers, from 
neighbouring landholders, which it 
is so much their interest to make. 
It would be a deed so manifestly un- 
reasonable for our Seminary to en- 
rich a neighhouring landlord, by 
more than doubling the value of his 
estate, while he withholds all contri- 


butions to the same—-that rather than | 


submiit to such imposition, my pre- 
dilections in favour of the site select- 
ec, would vanish, and my mind be 
open to similar offers from other 
places. 


And lest my proceedings should 








be in any wise construed into a sem- 
biance of a plédge of myself or the 
Convention, to fix our Seminary on 
the proposed ground, all that has 
been done has been at my own ex- 
peuse, and on my own responsibility, 
The labour which was given ona 
part of three days, was a gratuity 
by the neighbours, to bring the place 
and plan mto notice; and was per- 
formed under the repeated assur- 
ance that on their part it was a risk 
—a voluntary gift, under the contin- 
gency of the approbation of the Con- 
vention. 

Thus, as was my duty, have I 
laid both my sentiments and actions 
touching our Seminary, before this 
Convenuon. It you, my brethren, 
interpret them as favourably as my 
endeavours have been done sincere- 
ly to secure the best interests of the 
Church, 1 shall be most happy. 

Having thus tried, by the grace of 
God, to do my duty in this impor- 
tant matter, am | not commanded 
by my station, in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to tell you what 
is yours? Act, then, solely for the 
good of the Seminary, and however 
you may wish it were consistent with 
that good, that the same were plac- 
ed at your own doors, respectively; 
yet remember that God willeth that, 
in deliberating on this subject, you 
lay aside all sectional, partial, and 
self-interested views. ‘The nature 
of the funds of which you are now 
to dispose—given in a foreign land, 
from the purest motives of Christian 
love, and confided to your disposal 
with a magnanimity worthy of apos- 
tolick days, seems to call on you as 
God once called on Moses, for more 
than ordinary consideration—* Pull 
off thy shoes from off thy feet, for 
the place whereon thou standest is 
holy ground”—yes, beyond dispute, 
too holy to entertain any sentiments 
other than those of zeal and unani- 
mity in pursuit of the one great de- 
sign which gave birth to all our ef- 
forts, viz; that of founding and erect- 





Ke 


ae 
ree 

















a 


ing a Seminary, not for the aggran- 
dizement of any city, town, or vil- 
lage, but for the general encourage- 
ment of religion and learning, in the 
education of pious young men for 
the Christian ministry. 

it behooves me now to speck of 
the employment of my own time, 
and the discharge of my official du- 
ties.—Several causes have prevent- 
ed me from making any distant vi- 
sitations since November. The usu- 
al badness of the roads during the 
winter and spring months, would 
have made distant appointments 
quite uncertain—A long absence 
from my family had introduced de- 
rangements and necessities which 
required my presence for some 
months to regulate. The interests 
of our Institution also required that 
I should be at home to examine in 
the vicinity of the centre of the State, 
the proper sites for its establishment, 
and to collect and superintend a few 
students with whom to commence 
operations when our Seminary shall 
be regularly opened. 
sons, together with a great desire to 
promote the religious interests of a 
few parishes around me, in which I 
have constantly officiated as a paro- 
chial clergyman, have prevented 
any distant visitations. 

It is one among the most pleas- 
ing incidents which I have to relate, 
that on the first day of May, I con- 
ducted the solemnities of laying the 
corner stone of St. Peter’s Church, 
in Delaware. It will be a neat edi- 
fice entirely of stone, 40 feet in 
length, with a steeple of 16 feet, 
(breadth of both in proportion) built 
after a Gothick model, kindly pre- 
sented to me by Mr. Wilson, of 
Iberry House, near London. Of 
the £100 sterling given me by the 
Right Hon. Countess Dowager of 
Rosse, for the express purpose of 
assisting in the erection of a few 
country chapels, I have promised 
this parish $100, provided the 


church be finished this year, and on 


BISHOP CHASE'S ADDRESS. 


These rea- | 
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these terms I have no doubt of their 
gratefully receiving the money. 
The Rev. Ezra B. Kellogg, who, 
for his many virtues and great use- 
fulness in the Church is much es- 


_teemed, and whose absence from 


this Convention I deeply deplore, 
has gone, on account of his health, 
with his family to the eastward. He 
told me, when parting, that he might 
return, but his extreme ill health 
rendered it somewhat uncertain.— 
Under this most afflicting dispensa- 
tion, I can only look up to God and 
say, thy will be done. 

At the special and very satisfacto- 
ry recommendation of the Rev. Mr, 
Ward, and the Rev. Dr. Chapman, 
of Lexington, Kentucky, I have re- 
moved the suspension from the Rev. 
Joab Cooper, and restored him to 
full standing in the Christian minis- 
try. 

Confirmations have been held in 
the following places: Chillicothe, 
Worthington, Delaware, and Zanes- 
ville. 

With regard to our affairs in En- 
gland, it becomes my duty to state, 


that besides the permanent fund,’ | 


now rising of 5000 guineas, there 
remained at the last advices, a large 
colléction of books, still in London, 
given by different most benevolent 
individuals: also the stereotype plates 
for our Prayer-book, and a separate 
fund for a most complete set of 
printing types to carry into effect an 
essential part of our plan. Of the 
books given in England, already ar- 
rived in America, some, together 
with 112 pairs of blankets, a large 
pair of globes, and a set of mathe- 
matical instruments, are on their 
way from New York hither. 

The books from England, already 
come to hand and now embodied in 
the Library, are 436 These, added 
to what we had before, (about 700 
volumes,) and to what are still in 
London for us, will cause our hearts 
to sing for joy; for a better selection, 
beth for piety and sound learning, i 





1825. REVIEW OF THB REV. MR. TYNG’S SERMON. $1 


scarcely to be found. Besides the 
books enumerated already in our 
Library, there were many duplicates 
to be distributed among our clergy 
and infant parishes. A whole box 
of these, consisting of many hun- 
dreds, principally of publications by 
that most estimable society for pro- 
moting Christian knowledge, was 
the gift of one to whom we are al- 
ready so much indebted, and whose 
name we shall never meution but 
with blessings, the Right Hon. Lady 
Countess Dowager of Rosse. 

I have now, my brethren, after a 
very imperfect manner, brought my 
address nearly to a close. uring 
the course of this duty, my mind has 
undergone a paintul restraint, from 
which I rejoice to be set free, tho’ 
for a moment. 

I have been through necessity, 
speaking solely of outward things; 
let us now speak of those things 
which concern the heart and the 











spirit; I mean our prayers to God 


for his blessings on all wedo, Pray 
ye then for the good of our loved 
Zion. Till very lately, a cloud, 
dark and heavy, hung over her in- 
fant head; and even now, the light 
which, by God’s mercy, has broken 
in upon us from the east, serves but 
to discover how weak we are; and 
though on the bosom of the tempest 
which surrounds us, British benevo- 
lence has painted the rainbow of 
hope, yet that hope must be cherish- 
ed with faith, and that faith must 
live by the breath of prayer. O 
pray wey then, to Him who ordereth 
the storm for our trial, and sendeth 
the rain for our comfort. Though 
in ruins, cast us not off for ever, O 
God ofmercy., Raise up thy power 
and come amongst us: Lift up the 
light of thy countenance upon us, 
and give us peace, both now and 
evermore.—1 men, 
PHILANDER CHASE. 


Meview. 


Por the Repertory. 
Attachment to the Redeemer’s Kingdom, 
a Sermon preached before the Prayer 
Book and Homily Society, in Christ 
Church, Baltimore, June 2, 1825. By 
the Rev. Stephen H. Tyng, A. M. rec- 
tor of Queen Ann parish, Prince Geo. 
county, Md. Published by request. 

The Society before which this 
discourse was delivered, is engaged 
in a work, which merits particular 
notice. It is the cause of the Epis- 
copal Church, a cause which should 
enlist in its behalf, a zeal proportion- 
ed to its vast importance. 

If regard be had to the publica- 
tions themselves of the Society, the 
importance of its cause to the 
Church, is not a little magnified from 
that view. The one is a manual of 
devotion unrivalled in excellence, 
the other is a plain and unvarnished 
explanation of the doctrines of the 
Episcopal Church. Although it is 


not our intention to become their 
eulogists here, yet the reader will 
pardon us for detaining him from 
the Sermon itself, to say a few words 
respecting them. The Prayer Book 
had its origin in the very beginning 
of the Reformation. In 1547, the 
Common'Prayer, as it is now called, 
was first set forth. It has been re- 
vised three or four times since, but 
with no very material alterations. It 
was composed and sanctioned by 
martyrs. Partiality might perhaps 
lead us to exalt it above measure, 
but many have been the testimonies 
of those not of our communion to its 
excellence. To mention one, and 
that a late one, we will give that of 
Adam Clarke, the celebrated Me- 
thodist Commentator of the Bible. 
He says that it is, “almost univer- 
sally esteemed by the devout and 
pious of every denomination, as the 
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greatest effort of the reformation, 
next to the translation of the Scrip- 
tures into the English language—a 
work (adds he) which all who are 
acquaimied with it, deem superior to 
every thing of the kind, produced 
either by ancient or modern times.” 
( Preface to his Commentary.) It 
contains those forms, in which many 
nuw gone home to glory, delighted 
to offer up their devotions. It also 
contains our excellent articles of 
faith, and a system of government 
and discipline, both primitive and 
judicious. 

The Homilies are a set of dis- 
courses on different points of Chris- 
tian faith and practice. The first 
book of them was set forth in the 
reign of Edward 6th, and the second 
in that of Queen Elizabeth. One 
ot the 39 Articles declares them 
“to contain a godly and wholesome 
doctrine,” and to this day, they are 
required to “be read in churches in 
Lugiand, by the ministers, diligently 
and distinctly, that they may be un 
derstood by the people.” The re- 
quisition for reading them in this 
country has been dispensed with. till 
“a revision of them for the clearing 
of inem, as well fram obsolete words 
and phrases, as from local referen- 
ces shall take place.” But they are 
in the supplement of the 35th Aru- 
cie, required to be received “as an 
explicauon of Christian doctrine, 
and instructive in piety and morals.” 
At the ordination of a deacon, he is 
told that it appertaineth to his office 
among other things, “to read the 
Homilies in the Church.” And it 
is made a standing direction to every 
Bishop, to require them to be studi- 
ed by all candidates for the ministry 
within their respective bounds, un- 
der the expectation that when offer- 
ing for ordination, the knowledge of 
their contents will be indispensably 
required. Such is the estimation in 
which they are held by the Church. 
The first book is said to have been 
drawn up principally by Archbishop 
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Cranmer; and who can read them 
without feeling that that venerated 
martyr is before him, and speaking 
m the very language he reads’— 
These Homilies show us how mar- 
tyrs preached—and they will stand 
guard against heterodox doctrine in 
our Church, as long as they remain 
‘the authoritative explications of 
Christian doctrine.” Now, that the 
general dissemination of these publi- 
cations will be advantageous to the 
best interests of our Church, cannot 
need proof. 

But after all, the great question is, 
will the distribution of these works 
advance the interests of Chrisz’s 
cauee, as well as the cause of our 
Church? Will it tend to advance 
the interests of Christ’s Kingdom, 
and thus promote the glory of that 
God whose we are, and to whom 
we must give an account? If it will 
not, then we are free to confess, 
that the cause has a claim to our 
benevolence and support but illy 
founded: for we are not forward to 
patronize those schemes, which 
have for their end, merely the ad- 
vancement of an individual denomi- 
nation. We regard the promotion 
of the cause of Christ alone, the only 
effectual way to glorify God. But 
we are candid in saying that for our 
selves, we think that there is within 
our reach, no readier means to ad- 
vance the interests of Christ’s King- 
dom, than by promoting the cause 
of the Episcopal Church. We 
think its form of government must 
commend itself to all who will sober- 
ly examine it—that its constitution is 
nearer the primitive form than any 
other—that its discipline is judicious 
and well guarded, and t/iat it is high- 
ly calculated to nurture sound piety 
and godliness. 

The Society’s publications will, 
with the Divine blessing, make the 
Church known wherever they go: 
and it needs only to be known, to be 
revered and loved. They will show 
its advantages, and be among its 
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commendation. If then it is the 
duty of Christians to glorify God, 
especially is it the Episcopal Chris- 
tian’s duty to pursue the course 
now suggested. And that “the pro- 
motion of the Divine glory will ever 
be the paramount object for the ex- 
ertions of the present life, in the es- 
timation of the true child of God,” 
our author well remarks in com- 
mencing his discourse. On this 
subject the reader will be glad to 
hear him speak for himself: 


“The promotion of the Divine glory, 
will ever be the paramount object for 
the exertions of this present life, in the 
estumation of the true child of God.— 
Whatever by divine appointment is made 
a mean to this; whatever has a tendency 
to exalt the name of God, and to further 
the accomplishment of his perfect will; 
presents to him claims for the occupa- 
tion of his affections, and the employ- 
ment of his energies, which he knows 
not, and desires not to resist. Will the 
love and mercy of God be magnified in 
the salvation of a sinner, by his labouring 
permanently to maintain a personal in- 
terest in the exceeding great and pre- 
cious promises of the Divine Word, and 
to press forward in knowledge and grace 
unto the measure of a perfect man in 
Christ Jesus? Then will he be led to 
make it the subject of all his prayers, 
and the chief end of all his employments, 
that he may be wholly sanctified by faith 
that is in Christ, and “rendered mcet to 
become a partaker of the inheritance of 
the saints in light.” Will glery be 
brought to God his Saviour, by the ex- 
tension among men of the knowledge 
and love of him? Will the universal 
publication of the glad tidings of redemp- 
tion through his blood, promote the ful- 
filment of his gracious counsels and de- 
signs? Will it tend to honour and exalt 
him, that many sons are brought to glory, 
clothed in his righteousness, and in him, 
presented “faultless before the throne 
of God, with exceeding joy”? Will the 
scattering of the light of truth, to guide 
by its illuminating power, the wayward 
steps of the ignorant and careless, into 
the paths of life eternal, hasten on the 
accomplishment of his plans of grace? — 
Then will the child of God encourage 


every labourer in the Gospel; en 

with all his affections and faculties and 

means in every undertaking, which pro- 
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| poses to itself the propagation of the 
| Redeemer’s grace; and participate in the 
joy which ls feel when any sinnet 
is convents tie the error of his ways. 
| With the attainment of these objects, no 
personal interests will be allowed to 
/compete. From the ange pursuit of 
them, no selfish or worldly motives will 
be permitted to deter him. The glory 
of and the interests of his ki 

of grace—whether they immediately 
concern himself, or whether they are 
/connected only with the salvation of 
others,—are exalted upon the throne of 
his heart, and collect under their unre- 
| mitting rule, the most fervent and stable 
‘of his affections. They are uppermost 
| in his thoughts, and compared with 
them, there can be no object of value 
or importance presented to his atten- 
tion.” 





The text of this discourse, and 
in the selection of which the author 
was peculiarly happy, is the 5th 
and 6th verses of the 137th Psalm: 


“If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my 
hand forget her cunning. If Ido 
ot rem thee, let my tongue cleave 
to the roof of my mouth; if 1 prefer not 
Jerusalem above my chief joy.” 


Having said, as the reader has 
already seen, that the “glory of God 
and the interests of his kingdom 
of grace—whether they concern 
himself, or whether they are con- 
nected only with the salvation of 
others, &c.”” he says— 





“These seem to have been the feel- 
ings, which suggested to the Psalmist 
the very expressive imprecations of our 
text. Amidst all the dreaded circum- 
stances of a long captivity—and suffer- 
ing, as must have been unavoidable, un- 
der a multitude of personal deprivations; 
the interests of the true religion, the 
spiritual kingdom of God upon the earth, 
occupied all the thoughts of this pious 
Israelite, and banished from his mind all 
recollection of his own wants. Weeping 
in unrelieved wretchedness upon the 
banks of the Euphrates, his harp hang- 
ing useless upon the willow by his side; 
his imagination pourtrayed to him in 
lively colours, the waste and devastatiun 
which had been brought upon thé Holy 
City: and presented before his shudder- 
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ing mind, the temple of the High and | 
Holy God, trodden down by the pollut- | 
ing feet of Gentiles, and swept with the | 
“besom of destruction.” This fearful | 
eee occupied every thought of his, 

eart. He could no longer mourn for | 
his individual sufferings, but wept in| 
bitter agony, when he remembered Zion. 
Insulted amidst his poignant griefs, by | 
the sneering demand of his heathen op- 
pressors, that he should sing them “one 
of the songs of Zion,” and assume the | 
appearance of cheerfulness in the land | 
of his sorrow; he bursts forth into the | 
beautiful apostrophe of our text.—‘if [| 
forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right | 
hand forget her cunning. If I do not 

remember thee, let my tongue cleave to | 
the roof of my mouth; if I prefer not Je- 

rusalem above my chief joy.’” 


He devides his subject in this. 
manner: 

“I. The importance of a sincere and | 
overruling attachment to the interests 
of the Redeemer’s Kingdom, and to that 
branch of it particularly, of which we 
profess to be members. uae: 

ll, The proper reasons of 
for this particular branch of the 
of Christ. os 

It. The means by which its true in- 
terests may be promoted,” 








Under the second division, “the 
proper reasons of preference for 
this particular branch of the 
Church of Christ ;’? he remarks, 
that the first reason which he shall 
notice, and which he considers by 
far the most important, is that 
feure and scrifitural system of doc- 
trine which is contained in her arti- 
cles and symbols of faith, and whose 
spirit imbues every page of her Li- 
turgy and Homilies. 


“While, (says he) with the Scriptures, 
they describe the character of sinners, 
to be that of entire aliens from the ways 
and will of an holy God; they constantly 
point their attention to the Almighty 
Jesus, who has been exalted by the 
right hand of God, to be a Prince anda 
Saviour, through whose obedience unto 
death alone, can they obtain remission 
of sins. They teach the necessity of a 
total change of heart—of a full conver- 
sion from sin to God—in every one who 
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would become a partaker of the promi- 
ses and the blessings of the Gospel; and 
they prominently declare, that the Holy 
Spirit of God, is alone competent to con- 
vert a sinner from his guilt, and to create 
him a new man in Christ Jesus. To 
humble the sinner under a deep con- 
sciousness of his depravity, and to mag- 
nify and exalt the power and grace of 
the Redeemer, through whose righte- 
ousness, justification before God can be 
alone obtained; appear to be the sole 
objects of their instructions, and ends of 
which they never lose sight- They are 
most precious deposits of Christian truth, 
and they commend themselves at once 
as truth, to the minds of all who know 
and love the Lord Jesus.” 


The second reason urged, is— 


“The excellence of her Liturgy, the 
truly devotional character of those 
prayers in which she leads our addresses 
to the throne of grace; we esteem ano- 


| ther proper reason for attachment to the 


Church, Truly, “her clothing is of 
wrought gold.” Earnest, sincere, and 
scriptural devotion, breathes through all 
her prayers, and forms the pervading 
characteristic of her various offices.-- 
Could our affections accompany in fer- 
vour, the language of her addresses to a 
prayer-hearing God, our communion 
with him, would ever be unbroken and 
comforting, and coldness and languor in 
supplication would no more harrass us, 
in our approaches to his throne. Could 
our souls cleave unto the dust in con- 


scious sinfulness, as her litanies and con- — 


fessions would lead us, we should find a 
consoling earnest that there is forgive- 
ness with God, and he would raise us up. 
There are no feelings of the converted 
heart, that may not find their aptest ex- 
pression in the various parts of our Com- 
mon Prayer. For the services of public 
worship, it is admirably designed; and 
while its variety relieves from weariness, 
its copious expressions contain all that 
need be made the subject of collective 
prayers.” 


We agree with the author in 
saying that— 


“We must not be understood as claim- 
ing a perfect character for our Liturgy: 
We are willing to acknowledge that it 
has faults, and perhaps some, which its 
adversaries may esteem important ones. 
To use the words of the Christian Ob- 
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server, whom we are ever willing to re- 
ceive as an authority of the highest 
character: ‘We are its admirers, but not 
its idolators; and therefore, we are not 
in love with its blemishes.’ There are 
some parts which might undoubtedly 
admit of correction, and which by cor- 
recuon, would be improved—but then 
we should be utterly at a loss to deter. 
mine, to whom the task of correcting 
could be with security confided. If the 
day shall ever arrive, when the collec- 
tive wisdom of the Church shall apply 
itself to the work of revision, as is sug- 
gested in the Preface to the Common 
Prayer, may become expedient; and 
make such alterations as their united 
expenence shall have pointed out as ne- 
ccssary, to make its character the more 
p rfect, and its services the more pure 
aid edifying; we shall certainly accede 
tv the propriety and importance of the 
undertaking: but even then, we should 
trem te under the apprehension, lest the 
la) our should result in the injury, rather 
then on the improvement of our Liturgy. 
For we had far rather retain all its faults, 
nay, we had rather they should be in- 
creas. d in number, than that by an inju- 
dicious and intemperate curtailment, any 
of its pre-eminent beauties and advanta- 
ges should be cast away. We delight 
still to worship in the language, which 
our pos fathers have for ages used in 
their asp:rations to the courts of Heaven: 
and every time we are called to unite in 
our form of public prayer, we find new 
beauty and propriety in the words, which 
it places in our mouths,” 


The third reason he gives, is the 
excellence of the Constitutions of the 
Caurch, and the apostolical form of 
her sac®rdotal organization. 


“The orders of her Ministry are of the 
Most primitive, and, as it appears to us, 
of the most expedient establishment. 
The system of oversight and depen- 
dence, which characterizes them, is use- 
ful in its tendency, both to the higher 
and the lower classes; and maintains the 
concerns and interests, the rights and 
duties of the governing and the govern- 
ed, in their proper proportion and order. 
Having separated every shadow of tem- 
poral power from the ministerial station, 
and disencumbered it of those varieties 
of rank, which the ambition of men had 
annexed to its orders; our Church, in this 








part of her system, presents a fair pic- 
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ture of the early constitutions of the 
Christian Church. She has, we think, 
abundant ground to be persuaded, from 
a knowledge of this conformity. in her 
ministry to that under which the Re- 
deemer’s Church was at first established, 
that if any particular exterior form of 
ministry and government be exclusively 
essential to the character of the visible 
Church of Christ, that form is hers,”’ 


Under the third division, he 
mentions “the means by which the 
true interests of the Church may 
be promoted.” The first he con- 
siders the bold and fuithful preach- 
ing of the Gospel—and addressing 
himself to his brethren, he re- 
marks— 


“ ‘Being put in trust of the Gospel,’ 
whe her men be pleased or offended 
with our ministrations, is a consideration 
altogether of minor importance. We 
are so to ‘speak as pleasing God, who 
trieth the hearts.’ No denomination of 
Christians can expect prosperity in their 
concerns, among whom ‘the truth as it 
is in Jesus,’ is not faithfully proclaimed. 
And in the Ministers of our Church, still 
less than in any others, can a temporiz- 
ing, man-pleasing spirit be tolerated, be- 
cause it is in direct opposition to the 
chief characteristic of all be formularies, 
which is plainness in declaring religious 
truths, that cannot be misunderstood. 

“While, my brethen, we are so often 
reminded, that we violate our ordination 
vows by a neglect of any of our ecclesi- 
astical constitutions—let us remember 


that we offend against still more imper- 


ative obligations, and are accountable to 
an infinitely higher tribunal, by a ne- 
glect to preach with fidelity and plain- 
ness, ‘the whole counse! of God:’ a ne- 
glect which involves with our eternal re- 
compense, the condemnation of multi- 
tudes beside. Our affectionate and faith- 
ful ministrations, seconded and enforced 
by our own example of an holy life, form 
the only possible evidences, that we 
were indeed, ‘inwardly moved by the 
Holy Ghost, to take upon ourselves this 
office,’ and that we are competent in its 
exercise, ‘to serve God for the promoting 
of his glory, and the edifying of his peo- 
ple.’ ‘For Zion’s sake, therefore, let us 
not hold our peace, and for Jerusalem’s 
sake, let as not rest, until the righteous- 
ness thereof go forth as brightness, and 





Ae li ee amy ee. eannat 


} 
& 
t 
‘ 


ce ia 























36 


the salvation thereof, as a lamp that 

burneth.’ Let us never relax our zeal 

and energy, till the Lord has fully made 

his Church ‘a name and a praise in the 
’ 

“All of you, Christian friends, I exhort, 
if the interests of the Church form an 
object of your affections—labour to pro- 
mote them by a cordial encouragement 
of faithful ministrations in her service. 
Be satisfied with none as messengers 
from the Lord Jesus, who do not boldly 
announce to you all his will; who are not 
evidently constrained by the love of him, 
to give themselves earnestly to the work 
of your salvation, and to make full proof 
of the ministry which they have receiv- 
ed. And wherever you discover any of 
bis ambassadors to men, who have sin- 
cerely devoted themselves to this solemn 
service, and are willing to spend and be 

ent for the salvation of souls; ‘esteem 

hem very highly in the Lord, for their 
work's sake.’” 


The second means, he considers 
to be the exemplary and religious 
tives of all her meméers. 


“It is the river of God’s converting 
grace, ‘whose streams make glad the City 
of our God;’ and then only are we flour- 
ishing and prosperous, when with them, 
‘righteousness flows down our streets.’ 
While the members of the Church con- 
tinue worldly and irreligious, and by their 
ungodliness trample upon the divine 
mercy and grace, all her services degen- 
erate into unprofitable forms. Though 
she may still retain some marks of exter- 
nal beauty, it is but the beauty of a 
corpse; the soul which dwelt within and 
animated it, has fled. If we look around 
among the number of her congregations, 
for those most flourishing—we shall find 
them where the faithful labours of the 
Minister are encouraged and improved 
by the vigilant exertions of his people; 
where the word is heard with joy, and 
suffered to take a deep and permanent 
root in the hearts of those who hear; 
where the constant prayers of God’s 
people ascend to him that he would own 
and bless the labours of his ministering 
eee that he would ‘arise and have 

ercy upon Zion,’ and with a season of 
tefreshing, visit his Church. 

' “Upon each of you, brethren, there 
fests an individual and an awful respon- 
bility. While by your piety and sin- 
re devotion to the obedience of the 
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Gospel, and your fervent, continual 
prayers for its success, you build the 
walls of the Church with precious stones; 
by continuing careless and hardened | 
under the preaching of the truth, and - 
by retaining worldly and unconverted 
hearts, amidst all your privileges, you 
entail upon her, disgrace; upon your- 
selves, everlasting woe. (Could we once 
behold the primitive piety of Christians 
revisit our Church—could we see her 
clergy and her lay members unitedly 
engaged in the work of the Gospel, and 
labouring to build up each other in the 
truth; salvation would be inscribed upon 
her walls, and praise written upon her 
gates- We might then reasonably ex- 
pect to see multitudes flocking around 
us, all with fervency exclaiming, ‘we 
will go with you, for we have seen that 
the Lord is with you.’ ” 


“The third and last means of 


advancing the prosperity of the 
Church,” is— 


“The generous support and cordial 
encouragement by her lay members, of 
all plans which are proposed for her 
good. It isa fact, which it is believed 
will admit of no contradiction, that 
while there is more wealth and ability 
to do good in the possession of the mem- 
bers of our Church, than of any other 
denomination of Christians in this coun- 
try; there are none whose exertions, 
either for the advancement of the gene- 
ral interests of the Redeemer’s Kingdom, 
or for the welfare of their own particular 
Church—bear so small a proportion to 
the ability which they have received. 
‘Shall I praise you in this? 1 praise you 
not.” While your ministers are willing 
to be offered a sacrifice for your souls’ 
good, and foregoing every means and 
every prospect of worldly aggrandize- 
ment, have separated themselves entire- 
ly to this important work, they look and 
they have a right to look to you, for a 
liberal assistance in all their labours for 
the welfare of souls. Upon your wil- 
lingness to cooperate in promoting the 
success of the Gospel, must its advance- 
ment very much depend. While I ex- 
hort you earnestly to labour, to make 
full improvement of the great privileges 
which you through the divine grace 
have received, I beseech you to remen- 
ber the pressing dangers, the unrelieved 
misery of those, who for want of them, 
are yet necessarily in ‘darkness and the 
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shadow of death.’ God has made you 
thus to differ, ‘that through your mercy, 
they also may obtain mercy.’ The trea- 
gure committed to your charge, has been 
given you for dispensation; and it is a 
Most serious and fearful malversation of 
an unspeakably important trust, if the 
full streams which should flow from it, 
abundantly to water the necessitous, are 
suffered to lose themselves in the sands 
of vour self-indulgence. Upon your 
liberality depends the success of all the 
plans, which we undertake for the pro- 
motion of the interests of our Church.— 
To you we look, to open your hands, 
and fill the poor and ignorant with the 
plenteousness of goodness and truth, 
which you have so freely, so abundantly 
received. Our charge to you is from 
God; and thankful shall we be to him, 
if we find you ‘rich in good works, ready 
to distribute, willing to comntunicate;’ 
knowing that you are thus laying up for 
yourselves ‘a good foundation agaist the 
time to come; and may lay hold on eter- 
nal life.’ We exhort you, therefore, not 
to ‘withhold good from them to whom 
it is due,’ because the demands made 
upon your bounty are so frequent and 
various. Again we do turn ourselves to 
you at this time: and we pray you, ‘say 
not, go and come again, and to-morrow 
1 will give, while you have it by you.’ ” 


We have been very liberal in our 
quotations, that those who cannot 
procure the Sermon, may derive all 
the good from it which we can ena- 
ble them; and that those who can 
procure it, may be induced to read 
the whole, from the specimens here 
given. We should be glad to see 
it in the hands of every Episcopalian. 

In conclusion, we thank our au- 
thor for the pleasure and profit he 
has afforded us in the perusal of the 
Sermon, which has now been the 
subject of remark: and we cannot 
but hope, that the glory of God, the 
good and welfare of his Church, and 
the salvation of immortal souls, may 
ever be the grand objects of his pur- 
suit. And fo him, as well as to each 
of his brethren we say in his own 
words, “with the attainment of these 
objects, no personal interests should 
be allowed to compete, and from 
the eager pursuit of them no selfish 


* 


2 


or worldly motives should be per- 
mitted to deter hiin;’’ “and while so 
many careless and miserable sinners 
are before them, who must either 
be changed or be damned,” we 
pray God they may find no time “for 
instructions of @ less imfiortant 
character.” 


From the African Repository. 
Address by the Rev, Mr. Meade in Win- 


chester, Virginia, on the fourth of 
July, 1825. 


To this gentleman the niza- 
‘tion Society is deeply indebted. His 
own example, and that of his excel- 
lent family (some of them alas! this 
feeble tribute of respect cannot 
reach,) in reference to this Institu- 
tion, exceeds our highest praise. 
During the infancy of the Society, 
when it was almost without power; 








and impeded at every step of its pro- 
gress by a thousand difficulties—~ 
|who that felt any interest in its 
operations’ does not recollect the 
disinterested and unwearied efforts 
of Mr. Meade to sustain it. Then it 
| Was, that after having obtained in 
his own county, subscriptions for its 
| support to the amount of almost 
| seven thousand dollars, seventeen 
| hundred of which, were given by 
his family, five hundred by himself— 
he quitted the beloved scene of his 
pastoral labours, and for months, 
travelling through all the Atlantic 
States, pled in the true spirit of 
humanity and religion, the cause of 
this Institution; nor was his mild 
eloquence and well-directed and 
vigorous exertions without effect. 
The friends to the Society became 
numerous, Auxiliary Institutions 
were organized, which continue even 
to the present time, to render impor- 
tant aid tothe design. Any address 
from such a man, much more one 
so beautiful and pathetic as the one 
before us, must have commanded 
profound attention, and have awaken- 


ed the best feelings of all who heard 
it. 
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Mr. Meade considers it unneces- 
sary, to give a history of the origin 
and progress of the American Co- 
lonization Society—“The whole 
affair,”” he observes, “has been be- 
fore you from its beginning —You 
hear of it in every private conversa- 
tion—you read of it in every public 
paper—political or religious; and it 
comes-home to the hearts of us all 
through a thousand channels which 
force it upon our noice.” The 
following passavre occurs near the | 
commengement of the address: 

_— 


“What day passes by without the oc- 
ourrence of some event, or the witness 
of some scene which draws from every 
feeling heart a sigh or a prayer for the 
complete fulfilment of all the most san- 
guine hopes of the friends to this Insti- 
tution? It is not merely for an unfortu- 
nate portion of our fellow-beings, who 
have ete thrown upon our charity, that 
this society was formed: ourselves, our 
children, our lands, and every institution, 
and every interest of our beloved country, 
are deeply involved. How then can we be 
ignorant and insensible on such a sub- 
ject? Christianity also, the glory of man 
in this world, and his only hope here- 
after, is feelingly alive to the momentous 
question, and asserts her right to labour 
in the cause of suffering humanity. She 
cannot remain an unconcerned spectator 
of evils which she may help to redress, 
and see immortal beings suffering in both 
worlds, without stretching forth the hand 
of charity to relieve them. But lest in 
the few words already uttered, and in 
those which will follow, a misunderstand- 
ing should arise, which cannot too care- 
fully be avoided, let it be distinctly 
stated and remembered, who are the first 
and immediate objects of the charitable 
concern of this society,” 


The author gives an affecting, but 
just description of the unfortunate 
condition of our free coloured people, 
and thus reminds us of our duty to 
relieve them:— 


“And yet, fellow-citizens, these are 
men—men of the same flesh and blood 
with ourselves—bearing the image of 
the same Maker—and, as has been often 

roved, susceptible of the same high 
es at in all that is good and 
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great with ourselves. And in this age 
of enlarged benevolence, can nothing be 
done to raise them from their degrada- 
tion? Do not three hundred thousand of 
our fellow-creatures, having pecular 
claims upon us, afford sufficient maternals 
for the exercise of a generous and Chiis- 
tian philanthropy,—more = especially 
when they are increasing in wretched. 
ness, and multiplying in numbers, in a 
manner as alarming as it is distressing?” 


With the following passage we 
were much gratified: 


“But should any ask, has the Ameri- 
can Colonization Society no greater ob- 
ject in its ultimate view, than the im- 
provement of the condition of those just 
described? We answer yes —It has a 
design and a hope which reaches forward 
to distant periods, and contemplates a 
far more extensive benefit— one which 
it has ever boldly avowed and gloried in, 

It hopes, by the successful establish. 
ment of a Colony of these unfortunate 
beings, to invite the American nation to 
a work of charity and ot justice, worthy 
its great name: it hopes soon to show to 
the pions and benevolent how and where 
they may accomplish a wish near and 
dear to many hearts, which is now im pos- 
sible: it hopes to point out to our seve- 
ral legislatures, and even to the august 
council of this great nation, a way by 
which, with safety and advantage, they 
may henceforth encourage and facilitate 
that system of emancipation which they 
have almost forbidden. ‘lo such honour 
and usefulness does the American 
Colonization Society aspire, and thus 
hopes greatly to lessen, if not entirely 
remove, at some distant day, one of the 
most tremendous evils that ever over- 
hung a guilty nation upon earth, for in 
vain do we look through the annals of 
history for a country in like calamity 
with ours.” 


Were we not compelled, by 
necessity, to desist from giving quo- 
tations, we should we think, copy 
the whole speech. With the fol- 
lowing extract, however, we must 
conclude: 


“The auxiliary societies and the various 
denominations of christians, have resolv- 
ed and recommended that on this day, 
or on the Sabbath going before or fol- 
lowing after, collections shall be solicited 
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in aid of this cause. From the notices 
waich we read m the public papers, we 
have ample reason for believing that this 
wiil be a great day for Africa, and a great 
day for Christian America; that our be- 
loved country will be exalted still higher 
in the esceem of an admiring world, and 
that Lhe siuiles of that Being who delights 
in justice and mercy will benignantly 
light upon her. And O that Virginia 
may be honoured by that gracious smile. 
I trust that she who has ever stood among | 
the foremost in the cause of freedom and | 
the mats of man, who was, I believe, the 
very urst and loudest to protest against | 
the introduction of this accursed evil; 
which was certainly the first in secret 
session of its legislature, some twenty | 
years since, to recommend this very plan | 
of Afmecan Colonization, and which has | 
been the first to make some appropria- | 
tion of its funds to aid the incipient ef- 
forts of the Society; | trust that she who 
has done all this will still set a noble ex- 
a.aple on this day, and send in a generous 
eontribution to her favorite cause. And 
1 also trust, my fellow-citizens of Frede- 
rick, that as from the first origin of this 
society, you have taken a lively interest 
in its concerns, and rendered it most 
essential aid at a time when it was just 
struggling into life and operation; you 
will show by this day’s contribution, that 
you have not repented of your first works; 
but will do them again, and never weary 
in so good a cause. And I do trust that 
the whole nation will do its duty, and 
show that it feels for the woes of bleed- 
ing Africa. It has shown that it can feel 
for the suffering and oppressed Greeks; 
it has generously sympathised in the 
noble struggles of our southern brethren 
to assert their rights as men, and cast off 
3 galling yoke; it has expended hundreds 
of thousands, perhaps millions, during 
the past year, in honour of one who 
generously came to the aid of our pa- 
triot fathers; and the national legislature 
hath paid a debt of honour and justice in 
roviding for the comfort of his declin- 
ing years. On this day, also, how much 
is expended in celebrating the declara- 
pation of American independence? And 
will it interrupt the rejoicings of this day, 
to be reminded of one sacred duty due 
to suffering humanity—to weep with 
those that weep, as well as rejoice with 
those who rejoice? Is there not a danger 
that we will renew the crime of those in 
ancient days, who chanted to the sound 
of the viol, and drank wine out of bowls, 

















hut were not grieved for the affiiction of 
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Joseph—felt not for him whe was in 

? Im the midst of our laughter 
might it not be well that our hearts be 
sometimes a little sorrowful to think how 
many of our fellow-creatures partake not 
of our joy—and if some happy scheme 


| be devised and offered to us for diffusing 


a more general joy; should we not gladly 
adopt it, and thereby perhaps prevent 
our mirth from ending in heaviness? 

“But there is one consideration pecu- 
liar to this day, which | must not omit to 
notice, What is the age of that jo 
which is again renewed through the land? 
What year of our independence is this 
on which we are entering? It is the 50th, 
the first jubilee of American indepen- 
dence. That word brings with it some 
sacred eflections, drawn from a holy 
volume, for which ft trust all present 
feel such a becoming reverence; that it 
can never seem amiss to refer to it. 

“itis there recorded that an ancient 
nation, which had been delivered from 
oppressive tyranny by the hand of God, 
and by that hand conducted to a promis- 
ed land, was directed, on the fiftieth 
year after entering upon its inheritance, 
to celebrate a jubilee,—one remarkable 
circumstance of which celebration was, 
that those who were in bondage should 
become freemen, and this they were to 
do, remembering that their fathers were 
once bondsmen in Egypt. 

“How forcibly then, on this first 
American jubilee, should we feel the 
claim of a society having such views and 
hopes as the one for which we plead. 
While it were vanity to hope, and worse 
than madness to attempt, by one act or 
effort to remove such an evil as that 
which presses upon our country; yet 
surely, in gratitude to Heaven for our 
own unparalleled blessings, we should 
rejoice to patronise any measure, which 
under the guidance of a prudent zeal 
may restore lost rights to thousands, 
meliorate the condition of those whose 
freedom is but a name, and thus be gra- 
dually diminishing a calamity which 
otherwise must increase, until it burst 
with overwhelming ruin on some future 
and unhappy generation. 

“We are not disposed, fellow-citizens, 
to darken the shades of one vicw of 
this subject with the dismal colouring of 
an affrighted imagination—neither to 
illumine the other with an artificial, un- 
real brightness. We know that we are 
living in a world of sin, which must 
therefore be a world of suffering. Se 
has arighteous Ged decreed. We ex- 
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pect not that this world shall be convert- 
ed into a blissful paradise, And yet, 
suffering as man is under the divine dis- 
pleasure, he is also an object of compas- 
sion to the Deity. A God of love is 
ever seeking to promote the happiness 
of his creatures, and looks with appro- 
bation upon every endeavour of one 

ion of his creatures to improve the 








condition of the other. While, therefore, 
with sorrowing hearts we are forced to 
look upon large numbers of these, our 
fellow-beings, doomed, for a long peri- 
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od to come, to remain under the yoke of 
servitude, let us zealously attempt to les- 
sen that number, and lighten that yoke as 
much as possible. Then may we with 
clear consciences, and thankful hearts, re- 
joice before Heaven on each return of 
this day, for the many blessings poured 
out upon us. Thus shall we stand ac- 
quitted to our children, of having entail- 
ed upon them, without an effort at re- 
moval, one of the most deadly evils that 
ever afflicted a nation.” 
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American Publications. 

A Polyglot Grammar of the Hebrew, 
Chaldee, Syriac, Greek, Latin, English, 
French, Italian, Spanish, and German | 
languages, reduced to one common rule 
of syntax, &c. with an extensive index, 
intended to simplify the study of the lan- 
guages. By Samuel Bosmand. 8vo. pp. 
312, New-York. 

A new edition of Magee on the Scrip- 
tural doctrines of Atonement and Sacri- 
fice. 98. Potter & Co. Philadelphia, 

The Latin Reader, from the fifth Ger- 
man edition. By Frederick Jacobs, edi- 
tor of the Greek Anthology, Greek Rea- 
der, kc. 12mo. 
able book for scholars in the earlier stage 
of their Latin studies: leading them at 
once to the pure fountains of the lan- 
guage, without previously corrupting 
their taste with modern artificial latinity. 
It is also superior to other introductory 
works, in the aids it furnishes for attain- 
ing a correct accentuation of the lan- 
guage. 

A Sermon on the Art of Preaching, 
delivered before the Pastoral Associa- 
tion of Massachusetts, in Boston, May 
25, 1825. By Edward D. Griffin, D. D. 
President of William College. 8vo. pp. 
55. This Sermon has already passed 
through several editions, and has also 
been published in whole or in part, in 
many of the religious periodical papers. 
It is written in a style of strength, sym- 
plicity, and eartnestness, which we sel- 
dom find equalled in any of the nume- 
rous occasional sermons, which are now 
issued so rapidly to the world. It sets 
before the Minister his proper object, 
with such clearness, and urges upon him 
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This is a most invalu- | 
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the pursuit of it with such force, that he 
must indeed be a hardened traitor to his! 


| 


Master’s cause, who can read it without 
being deeply arrested and impressed. 
An extract from it, will be found in our 
next number. 


A work entitled “Lives of the NOVE- 
LISTS. Sy sir WALTER SCOTT”? — 
has just been published in New-York and 
Philadelphia. This work is in two small 
duodecimo volumes, and contains biogra- 
phical sketches of the lives of Fielding, 
Le Sage, Smollet, Charles Johnstone, 
Sterne, Mrs. Radcliff, Richardson, John- 
son, Goldsmith, Walpole, Mackenzie, 
Clara Reeve, Rt. Bage, and Richard 
Cumberland. 


From the family Visitor 
LETTERS AND PAPERS OF DR. 
SCOTT, 

Of Letters and Papers of the late Rev. 
Thomas Scott, D. D. author of a com- 
mentary on the Bible, which were pub- 
lished since his death, with occasional 
remarks by his son, John Scott, A. M. 
the first American edition has in the 
course of this year been published at 
Boston. Many of these letters. were 
written to near relatives and members.of 
his family, in friendly confidence, with- 
out any view to their publication. —They 
so abound in lessons of practical wisdom, 
that to select a portion for publication 
more suitable than another, is no easy 
matter.—They exhibit the pure spirit of 
the writer, his tender solicitude for the 
present and eternal welfare of his friends. 
He is zealous for their good; but that 
zeal is tempered with the greatest dis- 
cretion. His humility, his meekness so 
opposed to whatever is coarse or offen- 
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sive, cannot but secure attention to his 
mild and persuasive counsels. ‘They are 
the counsels of a liberal and discerning 
mind, of an accurate and solid jadgment; 
and are recommended by a sincere and 
weil disciplined piety. The whole book 
is full of useful imstruction; but the let- 
ters are eminently calculated to be 
means to enlighten the sodernding 
and to mend the heart. Dead, indeed, 
to the best feeling of our nature must be 
that mere man of the world, who can 

eruse them without having his kind af- 
alent excited to activity, and his man- 
ners and morals improved. 

Some of the letters are miscellaneous 
—many of them written to a celebrated 
Baptist minister~and many to a friend 
in Scotland, which clearly evince, that 
his correspondents and hunself, though 
of ditferent societies, were of the same 
christian mind. 

Extracts from an unpublished work, 
which was intended to exhibit a syste- 
matic view of Christianity in a popular 
form, occupies about 120 pages of the 
volume, which contains in all 324 pages. 
— These extracts are well adapted to il- 
lustrate the doctrines and precepts of 
Christianity in a plain and familiar man- 
ner, and to give precise and clear notions 
of what the language of the schools has 
clothed with ambiguity or shrowded in 
obscurity. 

As a specimen of the author’s manner, 
we would furnish some extracts from 
paper No. 13, on the 219th, page of the 
work.—We do so, not because it is the 
best, which the work affords,—but be- 
cause of the general nature of the sub- 
ject, and of the brevity and force with 
which it is discussed. 

Under the words “An cnemy hath 
done this,” Matt. xiii, 28, the pious 
author, after observing “That Christian- 
ity is answerable only for its own gen- 
uine effects, and not for any thing which 
men, called christians, have done of ano- 
ther or contrary nature,” and after an 
allusion to the Gadarenes, in whose 
steps, he asserts, modern infidels and 
sceptics, of various kinds, have trodden 
—or rather whom they have far outgone, 
adds: 

“During eighteen centuries immense 
multitudes, in regions most remote from 
each other, have, by the genuine efficacy 
of Christianity, been turned to God from 
idols, to serve the living and true God, and 
to wait for his Son from heaven: they 
have been taught to deny ungodliness, 
and worldly lusts, and to live seberiu, 
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righteously, and godly in this present 
world: they have repented and done works 
meet for repentance: they have been 
harmless and blameless, the sons of Ged 
without rebuke, in the midst of crooked and 
perverse nations, shining among them as 
lights in the world: they have extorted 
even from their enemies the most une- 
quivocal acknowledgments of their tem- 
perance, equity, truth, and love: they 
have, by their example, covered their 
calumniators with shame, and disarmed 
numbers of their persecutors; they have 
been indeed a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar 
people: yet they have confessed, without 
exception, that they came far short of 
that excellence to which their principles, 
maxitns, motives, and example, called 
them. Nay it has often been proved 
unanswerably, that, if Christianity were 
universally received as the principle and 
rule of men’s conduct, it must form the 
human race to such piety, justice, tem- 
perance, faithfulness, and mercy, that 
wars, massacres, murders, slavery, op- 
pression, licentiousness, and every other 
evil that disturbs and plagues the world 
would cease, and peace and love, with 
all the fruits of righteousness must fill the 
earth. Letall men re and believe the 
gospel; let them act from its principles, 
and according to its instructions; let 
them obey the precepts of Christ, and 
imitate his example, let them be all 
Christians indeed, and consistent Chris- 
tians; and } he gsm to every man’s undere 
standing and conscience, what sort of 
rulers, and subjects, and relations, and 
friends they would be, and what the state 
of the world would become.” 


Relief for Vomiting.—The distressing 
nausea and retching which is common in 
the summer complaint, we have found to 
be the most readily overcome by the ap- 

lication of hot and moist peppermint 
eaves to the region of the stomach.— 
They are the most conveniently applied 
by putting a sufficient quantity of the 
eaves between two pieces of cloth, then 
pouring upon them boiling water, and 
with something provided for the purpose 
quickly pressing sufficiently to ap- 
ply to the region of the stomach, as hot 
as the patient can bear. We have often 
found this simple remedy to allay the 
most urgent vomiting, when the stomach 
rejected opium and sedative medicines 
of every description. — Bost. Med. Intel. 
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Religious Xutelligence. 


FOREIGN. 
TRACTS IN CHINA. 

As the living teachers of Christi- 
anity are not permitted to visit China, 
the only method of making an im- 
pression upon this vast empire is 
thro’ the medium of Tracts and 
Bibles, distributed among the Chi- 
nese, who in great numbers reside 
at Malacca, Singanore, and other 
European settlements, and maintain 
a constant intercourse with their own 
country. This method has been 
adopted, and has been attended with 
the happiest success. 

Numerous copies of the Chinese 
Scriptures and Tracts have been 
lately put in circulation; as many as 
4000 of the latter within a period of 
four months. At the celebration of 
a Chinese festival, the missionaries 
were invited into the principal tem- 
ple, by the respectable residents of 
that nation at Malacca, and were 

ermitted to give their Chinese 
books to every one of the assembly 
who could read; the priests alone re- 
fused to receive them. 

The Rev. D. Collie, of Malacca, 
has communicated to the society the 
pleasing intelligence of the publica- 
tion of broad sheets in the Chinese 
language. He states, “We have 
sometimes the pleasure of seeing 
these sheets pasted up in the houses 
of the Chinese. Since we com- 
menced distributing them, four 
Chinese, from one of the villages, 
have applied for copies of the Scrip- 
tures, and a considerable number 
have expressed a desire to have 
longer treatises on the Christian 
religion.” 

At Singapore, to which place the 
Chinese college has been removed, 
Dr. Morrison has, at his own ex- 
pense, erected a bookseller’s shop, 
with a school room adjoining, where 
the Chinese version of the scriptures, 











and religious tracts, will be exhibit- 
ed for sale. 

“A letter to Dr. Morrison says:— 
“It will gladden your heart to hear 
that many, both of the Chinese and 
Malays, have lately called and beg- 
ged for the word of life. We sent 
lately to Cochin China, by govern- 
ment vessels belonging to the 


country, nearly 3000 volumes of 


Chinese books. They were eager- 
ly read by the Cochin Chinese, and 
many of their great men came to the 
college with a great body of ser- 
vanis, and requested books. Asa 
proof that the books sent to that 
country, when you were here, have 
been read, and understood by them, 
they had copied the names of many 
of them, and brought them to us, in 
order that they might be supplied 
with books of the same kind. Many 
hundred copies have gone from 
hence since you left us, and there 
appears an increasing desire, by all 
classes, to obtain our books, Our 
weekly Tract is continued, and is 
much sought after by the Chinese.” 

In consequence of this animating 
intelligence, the committee placed 
#300 at the disposal of Dr. Morrison 
and the missionaries at Malacca. 
They also voted to devote all the 
profits of a little periodical work, 
entitled “The Child’s Companion,” 
which is published by the society, 
and extensively circulated in Great 
Britain, to the circulation of Tracts 
in China and the east.—The profits 
of this work during the past year 
amounted to £200.—4m. Mission- 
ary Register. 





The Chinese Youth, who accom- 
panied the Rev. Dr. Morrison to 
England, has, in consequence of an 
affection of his lungs, returned to 
the milder climate of his own coun- 
try. Several other Chinese returns 
ed home in the same ship. 
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London Church Missionary Society. 

At this time the Church Mission- 
ary Society employs four hundred 
and nineteen labourers, of whom 
only 106 are Europeans. The rest 
are natives of the respective coun- 
tries in which they are employed as 
teachers or readers of the Scrip- 
tures. It has nine Missions, subdi- 
vided into forty-two Missionary sta- 
tions. These Missions are the 
West African, the Mediterranean, 
Calcutta and North Indian, Madras 
and South Indian, Bombay and 
Western Indian, Ceylon, Austra- 
lasia, the West Indies Mission, and 
the North West American. With 
these missions 255 schools are con- 
nected, in which more than 13,000 
scholars are at this time receiving 
instruction, of whom about 1400 are 
adults; and ten printing presses are 
actively employed in various mis- 
sionary stations in printing the Scrip- 
tures, Tracts, and elementary books 
for the schools.—Quar. Review. 


———e 


RENEWAL OF THE INQUISITION. 
The Archbishop of Tarragona in 
Spain, has published a decree by 
which he authorizes the establish- 
ment of a new Tribunal “to proceed 
to the punishments which formerly 
came under the cognizance of the 
Holy Tribunal of the Inquisition.’’ 
If that unhappy country is to be 
further visited by the wrath of 
Heaven, it must be by some expe- 
dient equally inhuman and abomina- 
ble with that which the archbishop 
here affects to call “a Holy Tribu- 
nal.” Religious Intelligencer, 


MISSION TO THE SAMOIEDES, 

The Russian church have recent- 
ly sent two priests, under the sanc- 
tion of the Emperor, for the instruc- 
tion of the Samoiedes, a savage peo- 
ple, about 20,000 in number, who 
roam over the immense frozen de- 
serts which extend along the ocean 
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forming the northern boundary of 
Asiatic Russia, through a distance 
of more than 2000 miles. An ade- 
quate provision has been made by 
the government for the support of 
the missionaries. 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN BUENOS 
AYRES. 

The government of Buenos Ayres 
has formally recommended to the 
House of Representatives of that 
province, the establishment of the 
liberty of divine worship in the 
broadest and most unrestricted man- 
ner by the adoption of the following 
simple but comprehensive law: 

“The right which every man hasto 
worship the Divinity agreeably to 
his own conscience, is inviolable in 
the territory of the province.” ; 

In the note accompanying their 
proposition, the government adopt @ 
language which must be highly gra- 
tifying to every friend of religious 
liberty. They say that the term 
toleration is too tame, and,ought not 
to be introduced into any law which 
shall be framed on this subject. 


‘The province,” say they, “would 


appear to descend from the point of 
civilization which it has attained, if 
it were to establish a law of tolera- 
tion, or to pretend to grant @ liberty 
which the public authority was al- 
ways obliged to protect; but since 
the laws that formerly governed, 
render nectssary an act to abolish 
them and give a solemn guarantee 
to persons who may wish to live in 
our society, the government has 
found no other way to do it with 
dignity than by the p d law, 
which it has the honour to transmit 
for the consideration of the honour- 
able representatives. This act, 
which will complete the liberty of 
the citizens, will not be less glorious 
than that which solemnly declared 
the independence of the republic.” 
New-Yerk Observer. 



















































At the late anniversary of the Con- 
tinental Bible Society in London, the 
interesting fact was stated, that Dr. 
Brunot, the Italian physician, who 
attended Lord Byron in his last ill- 
ness, had lately embraced the pure 
principles of Christianity, and was 
about to set out from Geneva as a 
Missionary to Greece. 





The Duke of York, not long since, 
issued orders that no one should dis- 
tribute Bibles in the British army, 
except their Chaplains. He has 
lately ordered that every soldier 
shall be furnished with a Bible, 
which he must produce on the re- 
gular day of inspection, with his 
arms. 


i 


DOMESTIC. 
ORDINATIONS. 

Admitted to the holy order of Dea- 
cons, at Philadelphia, by Right Rev. 
Bishop White, on the 24th ulto. Mr. 
James De Puy, a student of the The- 
ological Seminary at Alexandria. 

At an ordination held in St. Paul’s 
Church, Boston, on the 3d of May, 
the Right Rev. Dr. Griswold admit- 
ted Daniel L. B. Goodwin, and Tho- 
mas S. W. Mott, to the holy order 
of Deacons. 

At an ordinaticn held in the Mo- 
numental Church, Richmond, Vir- 
ginia, on the 24th of May, by the Rt. 

ev. Dr. Moore, Frank. G. Smith, 
Alex, Jones, Charles H..Page, and 
Nicholas H. Cobds, were admitted 
to the holy order of Priests, and John 
McGuire to that of Deacon. 

At an ordination held in the church 
at Paquatonnuck, June 27th, by the 
Right Rev. T. C. Brownell, the Rev. 
Ashbel Steele was admitted to the 
holy order of Priests. 

At an ordination held in Christ 
Church, New-Brunswick, April 15, 
the Right Rev. Dr. Croes, in the ab- 
sence of the Right Rev. Dr. Hobart, 
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admitted Mr. William W. Bostwick, 
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of the diocess of New-York, to the 
holy order of Deacons. ’ 

On Sunda¢y, March 27, 1825, the 
Rev. John Inglis, D. D. Ecclesias- 
tical Commissary in the Diocess of 
Nova-Scotia, was consecrated by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, to the 
bishopric of that Diocess, on the re- 
signation of the Right Rev. Bishop 
Stanser. Dr. Inglis is a native of 
New-York. His father was former- 
ly Rector of Trinity Church, in that 
city. 

— 
GENERAL THEOLOGICAL SEMI- 
NARY. F 

The annual meeting of the Board 
of Trustees commenced its session 
on Tuesday the 26th ult. in Trinity 
church, New York, and was con- 
tinued, by adjournment, in Christ’s 
church, Anthony street, until Friday, 
29th ultimo, when the session was 
closed. There were Trustees pre- 
sent from Connecticut, New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Mary- 
land, Virginia and South Carolina. 
Four of our Bishops attended, viz: 
Bishops White, Crocs, Kemp and 
Brownell. The proceedings of the 
Board, or such parts as may be of 
particular importance, will be given 
in this paper when an abstract of 
the minutes shall be published. On 
Wednesday, the 27th, the annual 
examination of the students com- 
menced, and was continued from 
nine o'clock, A. M. to three o’clock, 
P. M. of that and the following day. 
The proficiency of the young men 
in the various branches of Theologi- 
cal learning was such as to afford 
the greatest satisfaction, and of con- 
sequence to reflect the greatest 
credit on their able instructors. 
While this is true of every subject 
on which the students were examin- 
ed, we were particularly pleased 
with the examinations on that most 
interesting and vitaly important 
branch, biblical criticism. 

On Thursday afternoon, at six, 





o’clock, the corner stone of the 
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Seminary Buildings was laid by the 
Bishops, with appropriate — 
ceremonies. A procession of the 
students, citizens, faculty, clergy, 
trustees, and bishops, was formed 
at the house of Clement C. Moore, 
Esq. the munificent donor of the 
land, (sixty lots.) A large number 
of citizens were on the ground. 
The site of the buildings is most 
delightful, having a large frogt on 
the North river, and running back 
eight hundred feet to one of the 
avenues. The main building will 
be commenced immediately, alter a 
design by Mr. Ithel Townes, arcai- 
tect, the cost of which is estimated 
at 25,000 dollars. 

On Thursday evening, at eight 
o’clock, the Trustees attended the 
annual meeting of the Society of In- 
quiry. This is a society composed 
of the Students of the Seminary, the 
object of which is to collect informa- 
tion on the progress of religion 
generally, and especially as it re- 
gards the interests of our own 
church. The anniversary was held 
in Christ’s church, and a very able 
report read, followed by an address. 

On Friday morning, 29th, the 
Third Annual Commencement of 
the Seminary was celebrated, also 
in Christ’s church. The Bishops, 
clergy, trustees, faculty and students 
assembled at the residence of the 
Rev. Dr. Lyell, next door to the 
church, at nine o’clock, when they 
walked in procession to the church. 
At ten o’clock, the exercises com- 
menced by prayer from the presid- 
ing Bishop. After which the last 
four verses of the 122d Psalm were 
sung. A Dissertation on Types was 
read by Orson C. Howell, A. B. of 
New York, followed by a Disserta- 
tion on the causes and design of the 
difficulties of Scripture, by Benjamin 
Holmes of New York. Ananthem 
was then sung by the choir. After 
a Dissertation on the advantages of 
the study of Ecclesiastical History, 
by William R. Wittingham, of New 








York, the first class, consisting of 
Messrs. Wittingham, Howell and 
Holmes, were presented by the 
faculty to the presiding Bishop, for 
receiving their testimonials, An 
address was then delivered by the 
Right Rev. James Kemp, D. D. of 
the diocess of Maryland, after which 
the testimonials were given, and the 
exercises concluded by prayer. 
Our ume has been so much occupi- 
ed in attending the several meetings 
connected with the affairs of the 
Seminary, that we have no time 
for more than this brief summary. 
Philadelphia Recorder. 





METHODIST INDIAN MISSIONS, 

From the sixth annual report of 
the Methodist Missionary Society, 
inserted in the Methodist Magazine 
for July, we have collected the fol- 
lowing information respecting the 
present state of the Indian missions 
supported by the Methodists of this 
country. . 

Mohawk Mission.—The mission 
among the Mohawks, on the Grand 
River in Upper Canada, continues 
to prosper, the school being well at- 
tended, and the society among the 
adult Indians is increasing in number 
and stability. One converted chief, 
who can speak both in the Indian 
and English tongue, promises great 
usefulness as a native preacher. 

Wyandot Mission. The mana- 
gers have received a very interest- 
ing communication from Bishop 
Soule, concerning the present pros- 
perous state of the Wyandott mis- 
sion. It is sufficient to state here, 
that the anticipations of the Christian 
community respecting the guod 
effects of the Gospel among these 
people have been fully realized. 
The converted chiefs continue to 
edify their brethren by their godly 
example, and to encourage their 
hopes by prayers and exhortations. 
Their example indeed has “provok- 
ed others to love and kind works,” 


and the gracious work is extending 
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among some of the neighbouring 
tribes. 

Cherokee Mission—There are 
three missionary stations among the 
Cherokee Indians, called the Upper, 
Lower and Middle Cherokee mis- 
sions. The Board have received no 
official information from either of 
these missions. 

Choctaw Mission. A mission 
was established by the Mississippi 
conference at its last session, among 
the Choctaw Indians, under the 
superintendance of the Rev. Wil- 
liam Winans. No particulars re- 
specting this mission are given in 
the report. 

Creck Miseion.—Of the Asbury 
mission among the Creek Indians, 
the board do not say much of an 
encouraging nature, The school, 
however, continues to present hopes 
of ultimate success, while most of 
the adult Indians refuse to hearken 
to the Gospel. There are, however, 
seven members of the church, and 
it is hoped that a patient persever- 
ance in well dojng will eventually 
overcome every impediment, and 
succeed in establishing the triumphs 
of evangelical truth and holiness, 
even among these  untractable 
people. 

The receipts of the Society dur- 
ing the past year amounted to $41 40; 
of this sum $3599 were received 
from auxiliary societies; $292 from 
collections; $180 from donations, 
and $136 from Annual and Life- 
Subscribers. 

CHEROKEES OF THE ARKANSAW. 

The cheering information was 
communicated, that the Holy Spirit 
is present among the Cherokees of 
the Arkansaw. Meetings began 
to be manifestly more than usually 
frequented, as early as the latter part 
of January. About this time Mr. 
Washburn (one of the missionaries at 
Dwight) visited asettlementof Indians 
at Mulberry, further up the river. 
He called on every family, about 30 
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in number, and was received with 
kindness by them all. Not one in- 
dividual, except some infidel whites 
but was willing, and even anxious, 
to receive religious instruction.— 
Many seemed impressed; and on 
the Sabbath, every individual in the 
settlement, with the exception above 
mentioned, was present at public 
worship. The journal of the mis- 
sionagies, as published in the Herald, 
is brought down to the last of March; 
at which time the prospects continu- 
ed favourable. The harvest seemed 
white, and ready to be gathered 
in—Rec. & Tel. 


The Rev. Mr. Purkis, of Lapra- 
rie, lately visited the Caughnawaga 
Indians, taking with him several co- 
_ of the New Testament in the 

ohawk language, and to his aston- 
ishment he not only found that they 
could read, but understand also.— 
The Indians solicited him to leave 
some copies with great earnestness. 


EXTRAORDINARY MUNIFICENCE, 
Norfolk, Monday, July 25th——A 
paragraph has lately gone the round 
of the papers, announcing that a 
gentleman of Virginia had emanci- 
pated upwards of eighty slaves, and 
chartered a vessel to send them, at 
his own expense, to Hayti; but with- 
out giving the name of the author 
of so distinguished an act of munifi- 
cence. We think it due to justice 
to supply this deficiency, and to add 
the following facts, which have been 
communicated to us by a gentleman 
familiar with them, as well as by 
Captain Russell, one of the owners 
of the brig Hannah & Elizabeth, of 
Baltimore, the vessel chartered. 
The gentleman who has thus dis- 
tinguished himself, is Mr. Davin 
Mincg, of Charles City County, liv- 
ing near Sandy Point, on James 
river. Cap. Russel informs, that 
there were put on board the Han- 
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nah & Elizabeth, eighty-seven ¢o- 
loured people of different ages, from 
three months to forty years, being 
efi the slaves which Mr. M. owned 
except two old men, whom he had 
likewise manumitted, but who, being 
past service, he retains and supports 
them. The value of these negroes, 
at the prices now going, might be 
estimated at about twenty-six thou- 
sand dollars! and Mr. Minge ex- 
pended, previous to their embarka- 
tion, about 1,200 dollars in purchas- 
ing ee hoes, iron, and other 
articles of husbandry for them, be- 
sides providing them with several 
suits of clothes to each, provisions, 
groceries, cooking utensils, and 
every thing which he supposed they 
might require for their comfort 
during the passage and for their use 
after their arrival out. He also 
paid $1,600 for the charter of the 
vessel. 

But Mr. Minge’s munificence 
does not end here. On the bank of 
the river, as they were about to go 
on board, he had a feck of dollars 
Drought wn, and calling them all 
arou m, under a tree, distribut- 
ed the hoard among them in such 
sums and under such regulations 
that each individual did, or would, 
receive seven dollars. By this 
provision Mr. M. calculated that 
his emigrants would be enabled to 
commence the cultivation of the soil 
immediately after their arrival, with- 
out being dependent on President 
Boyer for any favour whatever, un- 
less the permission to improve the 
government lands might be so con- 
sidered. 

Mr. Minge is about 24 or 25 years 
ef age, unmarried, and unincumber- 
ed in every respect; possesses an 
ample fortune, and has received the 
benefits of a collegiate education at 
Harvard University. He assigns 
no other motive for having freed his 
slaves, and for his subsequent acts 
of generosity towards them, than 
that he conceived it would be doing 
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a service to his country to send them 
out of it; that they all had been good 
servants, but that he was rich 
enough without them. ’ 

We have heard of splendid sacri- 
fices at the shrine of philanthropy; 
aged men on quitting the stage of 
mortal existence have bequeathed 
large endowments to public chari- 
ties, and princely legacies to reli- 
gious and moral institutions. But 
where shall we find an instance of 
the kind attributable to a man of 
Mr. Minge’s age? The case we be- 
lieve is without a parallel.— Herald. 

A Clergyman in North Carolina, 
has liberated 11 slaves, with a view 
of sending them out of the country. 

It is stated in the Western Lumi- 
nary that Mrs. Elizabeth Moore, 
lately deceased in Bourbon county, 
Ky. provided by will for the eman- 
cipation of her slaves (about 40) and 
that after the payment of a few lega- 
cies, her land, which exceeded two 
thousand acres, and all the residue 
of her estate, should be transferred 
to the trustees of the Centre Col- 
lege at Danville. The estate, after 
paying the legacies, is supposed to 
be worth 5000 dollars. 

== 

Reynolds the Philanthropist.—A 
lady applied to him on behalf of an 
orphan; after he had given liberally, 
she said, “When he is old enough, I 
will teach him to name and thank his 
benefactor.” ‘Stop,’ said the good 
man, “thou art mistaken; we do not 
thank the clouds for the rain; teach 
him to look higher, and thank Him 
who giveth both the clouds and the 
rain.” 

The following act of princely 
liberality is recorded by a friend 
concerning the same gentleman: 
— “When Mr. Reynolds resided at 
Colebrook dale, in the year 1795, 
he addressed a letter to some friends 
in London, stating the impressions 
made upon his mind by the distres- 


ses of the community, and desiring » | 


them to draw upon him fer such 
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sums as they might think proper. 
They complied with his request, and 
drew in a very short time to the ex- 
tent of Lieven thousand Pounds. 
It appeared, however, that they had 
pot yet taken due measures of 
his liberality; for in the course of a 
few months he again wrote, stating 
that his mind was not easy, and his 
coffers were still too full. In conse- 
quence they drew for Vine thousand 
Pounds more.” 
tipo 


Obituary. 


DIED, at Bolton Farm, Bucks 
county, Pennsylvania, on Monday, 
the 30th of May, 1825, after a very 
short illness, Poa@se PEMBERTON; 
eldest daughter of Anth. Morris, esq. 

The funeral was private. She 
was deposited in the family vault at 
Bolton, on Thursday, the 3d of June; 
on which solemn occasion, the ser- 
vices of the Church were performed 
by the Rev. Dr. Wharton of Bur- 
lingrton. 

The early years of this lady will 
be remembered with the tenderest 
emotions, and most sincere sorrow, 





by allher surviving friends; many of | 


whom shared with her the society of 
Washington in 1812 and 1813; after 
which, she passed some time with 
her father in France, Spain, and I[ta- 
ly,—returning to the United States 
in 1817, and living generally since in 
mutch retirement on the family farm 
of Bolton, where the duties of reli- 
gion, and of domestic life, almast ex- 
clusively occupied her time and at- 
ion, and in the performance of which. 
she often said she found greater 
pleasure than the world, of which 
she had seen so much, had ever af- 
forded her. To the instruction in 
sacred musick of some of the youn- 
ger branches of her family, she was 
much devoted; and, in a short inter- 
val from severe pain, on the morn- 
ing of the day of her degease, she 
united with them in singing the beau- 
tiful hymn, 
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“There is a land of pure delight, 

"Where saints immortal reign’’. 

No exalted eulogium is mtended 
by this simple record jn your appro- 
priate Christian magazine, of the de- 
parture from this world, of one who 
was beloved and admired in it by all 
in no common degree, and was es- 
pecially the solace and the joy of her 
household—but merely to present 
another example to those who are in 
search of happiness here and here- 
after, that it is to be found in the per- 
formance of religious, domestic, and 
social duties, rather than io the vain 
fashions of the world. 


DIED, on Sunday evening, the 
25th ultumo, the Rev. Joseru Pi.- 
moRE, D. D. formerly Rector of St. 
Paul’s Church, Philadelphia. He 
has been so lung and so generally 
known as an eminently faithful la- 
bourer in the vineyard of the Lord, 
that it is scarce necessary to attempt 
giving any information concerning 
him. The circumstances of his ill- 
ness, were such as to prevent his 


riving a dying testimony re- 
le of the Caml Weak of 
unwearied effort to spread the Gos- 
pel, showed his sense of its value. 
He prayed, as usual, a short time be- 
fore his death; but the violence of his 
fever took from him the power of ut- 
terance, and he gradually fed/ asleep, 

He left one hundred pounds to 
Moravian Missions; one hundred 
pounds to the poor; one hundred dol- 
lars to the Philadelphia Bible Soci- 
ety; one hundred dollars to the So- 
ciety for the promotion of Christian- 
ity in Pennsylvania; and a large sum, 
amounting to nearly half his proper- 
ty, to the fund for the support of the, 
Episcopate in Pennsylvania. He 
devised other legacies, the chief of 
which was to the Society for the sup- . 
port of distressed Englishmen. His ~ 
sou! he commended to God, in pleas 
sing hope of its acceptance through 
the blood of Christ, in whose merits 
he placed all his trust.—[ Recorder. 





